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HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 

OF THB 

BATTLE OF WATERLOO, 



FOUGHT ON THE 18th JUNE, 1815. 




DUKE OF WELLINGTON. 

lUPPORTBD BY A PART OF THB 

PRUSSIAN ARMY COMMANDED BY 

Fit^LJx Marshal PRINCE BLUCHER, 
OP Wahlstadt, 
And the FRENCH ARMY, 

UNDER THB COXMAND OP. 

NAPOLEON BONAPARTE, 

IVTBIf OBB TO EXPLAIN AND BLUCIDATB THB 

TOPOGRAPHICAL PLAN, 

Execute© by W. B. CRAAN, J. U. D. 

fiiamining Engineer of the Government Surreys of South Brabant. 



*' There is nooe of yon so mean and base 

That bath not noble lastre in your eye| 

1 see you stand like grey hounds in the slips. 

Straining upon the start. The ganie*s a-foot, 

Follow^your/pirit ; and upon this charge, 

Cry,i^OT(for Arthur, England, and St. George T' 
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FIELD MARSH4L 

HIS BOYAL HIGHNESS^ 

FREDERICK DUKE or YORK ahd ALBANY, K.G. G.C.B. 

Commander in Chief of his Majest^^s Forces, 

&c. &c* &c* 

BRUSSELS, 17th MARCH, 1817» 



Sir, 

The internal economy and discipline of 
His Majesty's Armies, having arrived at the highest 
state of perfection under the auspices of Your Royal 
Highness, the World must acknowledge to how great 
an extent you have contributed to the splendid and 
glorious results of the last campaign. 

500506 
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Impressed with the most profound respeci 
towards Your Royal Highness, I have the honor to 
Dedicate this Narrative to you, being satisfied, that 
any Work,^ however humble, which treats of the 
Battle of Waterloo, and the immortal Hero under 
whom it was achieved, will meet the sanction and 
Countenance of Your Royal Highness. 

I have the honour to be with the highest reipecl^ 

Sir, 

Your Royal Highnesses 

Most faithful, devoted and 
Obedient Humble Servant, 
Arthur Gore, 

GapUin SOtb Rcgt. of Foot; 
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The unparalleled consequences of the Battle of 
WateiloOj and the avidity vrhich has been evinced 
throughout Great Britain, to obtain every possible 
informal|M^¥espftctirig that memorable event, have 
induced me to offer tqj^ the Public, a Translation of 
Craan's Account of it, which comprises more genu- 
ine intelligence, and gives a clearer and more correct 
idea of the occurrences of that important epoch, than 
My other hitherto published. 

The very great and extraordinary merits which 
the Topographical Plan accompanying this Work 
has been generally allowed to possess, and the high 
and flattering encomiums with which it has been ho- 
noured by several of the first and most exalted Per- 
ionages iu Great Britain and in Europe, supersedes, 
on my part, the necessity of comment — however, I 
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will venture to observe, that to those who had either 
Relatives or Friends upon the Field, it will prove 
peculiarly interesting as it distinctly points out the 
position where each Regiment was respectively en- 
gaged. 

I have also undertaken this Narrative, which I re- 
spectfully submit to the Public, not only from the 
motives already stated, but ftooi a pe rsongl^ e steem 
for the Author, and a desire to jgive publicity to every 
circumstance connected with that glorious campaign, 
which^ after so many years of bloodshed, has given 
Peace and Tranquility to Europe ! 

A G^ 
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HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 



OP TUB 



BATTLE OF WATERLOO. 



Indications and Refehences EXPLANAtottV oi ' 

. THE PLAN« 

In order to liVoid repetition^ the indjeations alphas 
))<etically arranged, point out at once the position and 
formation of the respective Corps, a particular de- 
Bcription of which, the-it«tureof this Work will not 
admit. In referring to the plan, it will be necessary 
to pay considerable attention to tlie distinctive ma^kd^-H 
characterised by the Roman and Italic Alphabc^ts^^ ^ 
used in the reference, and also to regard particular^ 
ly the dotted liheB, which lead from p'd^ition to po« 
dtion. '**" 
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THE ANGLO- ALLIED ARMY WAS UNDER 
THE COMMAND OF HIS GRACE THE 
DUKE OP WELLINGTON. 

TJfee Finjt <?ofrps^ of dip Ari^iy, >vasi €oimi»ai«led by 
His Royal Highness, General the Prince of Orange, 
and occupied the centre of the position of the Allied 
Arrays . . 

THE TROOPS OP THE CENTRE IN POSI^ 

TION, BETWEEN THE ROADS OF CHAR- 

h-::ir.:- •. 1: ..'...•^.:- -• 'I, \-'- ^ ' '^ ' 

LEROI AND NIVELLj:S. 

v^A) The firsr* divlsimt,- British -Pbdt Guards, wa»* 
catni^«Ad€fd by Major Geh. Sir Cfeorgb Cooke, and 

octJupteU tfee right fh)nt of the centre. 

' • •* ■.....,.. 

4ft),.Tljc^.6i:8t, brigade was; cowraapcj^d % Mjjjor 
General Maitland, and consisted of the second an4>. 
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tliird battalions of the First RegimfeUt of ^oot Guards.^ 
This brigade suffered considerably on the sixteenth ot 
June, in the battle of Quatre-Bras. 

(b) The second brigade was commanded by Majoi* 
General Sir J. Bjng, arid consisted of the second bat- 
talions of the Coldstream fteglinehf/'and of th^ thii'd 
Regiment of Foot Guards. Seven companies of the 
Coldstream occiipied the chateau and gardens of Go- 
mont ; the four light companies of the division \Vere 
advanced in the wood and orchards, (see h and i). A 
brigade of Royal British Artillery, under the com- 
mand of Captain Sandham, and a brigade of the King^s 
German Horse Airtillery, commanded by Major Kuhl- 
man, were attached to this division ; also, a second 
British brigade, under the command of Captain Sin- 
clair. 

(B) The third division was commanded by Lieut. 
General Count Alten, and formed the left face of th« 
centre. This division was composed of 
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(c) The second b.rigade, of the King's German Le- 
gion, under the command of Col. Ompteda, consisting of 
the first and second battalions of Light Infantry, and 
the fifth and eighth battalions of the line. The second 
battalion of Light Infantry^ commanded by Lieutenant 
Colonel Baring, occupied the farm of la Haie-Sainte> 
vihich it defended with great bravery, 

(d) The first Hanoverian brigade, commanded by 
ISIajor-General Count Kilmansegge, consisted of 
the field battalions of Lunenberg^ first battalion of the 
Duke of York, and the battalions of Grubenhailigen^ 
Verden, Bremen^ and the Light Infantry of Spor- 
cken, 

(e) The fifth British brigade, which suffered eonsii 
derably on the 16th of June at Quatre Bras, was com- 
manded by Major-General Sir Colin Halkett, and com«% 
posed of the second battalions of the thirtieth, sixty- 
ninth, and seventy-third regiments, and the thirty- 
third regiment This division^ and the first division of 
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Guards, were much exposed to the charges of the 
French cavalry, which they severally repulsed* a 
British brigade of guns, under the command of Ma* 
jor Lloyd, and a brigade of King's German Horse 
Artillery, under the command of Captain Cleeve, 
were attached to this division. 



(f) The Corps of the Duke of Brunswick command*, 
ed by Major-Gen. Olferman, consisted of a brigade of 
Light Infantry, under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel de Butler, a brigade of Infantry of the Line, 
under the Command of Major de Munckausen, a regi- 
ment of Hussars de lamorty and a squadron of lan- 
cers. Two baUalions were placed in the centre of 
the British guards, having in their front two brigades 
of Artillery, under the command of Major de Lubeck* 
A battalion under the command of Major de Bulow, 
was detached in the wood of Goraont, where the com* 
bat was supported on both sides with great fury« 
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Cgr) Three battalions of the first regiment of the con« 
tingent of Nassau-Usingen^ under the command of 
General ILrnse. The Prince of Oranfe was wounded 
in leading on this regiment to the chai^^ against the 
mojfenne garde. See (OR). 

(h) Three companies of the Coldstream regi- 
ment, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Macdonald, were posted in the chateau, and garden 
Vtct -A ^ 'jf'of Gomont, the walls of which were loop-holed. This 
' detachment >vas reinforced by four companies of the 

same regiment, commanded by Colonel Woodford. 
Notwithstanding the chateau was in flames, and at- 
tacked on all sides, it was bravely and successfully 
defended during the day. 

(i) The wood and orchards of Gomont were de- 
fended by the four light companies of the first division 
of Guards, the first battalion of the second regiment of 
Nassau, in the service of the Netherlands, and a bat- 
talion of the Duchy of Brunswick, under the command, 
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ofMajordeBulpw. . This part of Gompnt T|«ras occu-^^ 
pied, after two houfs bard figbting) by <^e d^viai^ o|; 
Jerome Napoleon. 

. , - * _ ' .' " ' ■ '■^ • ' 

(j ) A Fr-eneh battery which was ordered to adfjlgce, 
jtnd ra?o the wall of the garden of Qpi^W)nt,;but waif^ 
dislodged. - i ': ; 

(k) The. first brigade of heavy cavalry, .ifran com- 
manded by Major-General;LbrdJE. Somerset, ^ncl cpi^:*} 
posed of the first and second regin^i^s of Li£^ Gqardfy^ 
the first regiment of Dragoon Guards, and the Horse 
Guards (Blue). This brigade charged the cuii'as- 
siers repeatedly, and repulsed them at the foot of the. 
hill (B) on the chaussee. 

f 

(1) The third brigade of light cavalry was com- 
manded hy Major-General Sir William Dorjiberg, 
and composed of the first and second regiment of 



Digitized by 



Google 



C 8 ) 

dhigo6n« ^of the King's German L3gion, and the 
t#enty^thfrd British light dragoons. 

(m) The seventh brigade of light cavalry, was com-^ 
li^anded b^ Colonel P. Arendschild, and composed of 
the third regiment of Hussars, King's German Legion, 
and the thirteenth British light dragoons. 

* (n) Th^ fifth brigade of light cavalry, was com- 
manded by Major-General Sir C. Grant, and compos- 
ed of the seventb ^ti fifteenth British hussars. 

(o) The division of cavalry of the kingdom of the 
Netherlands, under the command of Lieutenant Ge- 
neral Baron Colaert, consisted of three brigades, and 
repulsed the enemy in several charges. 

(p) A brigade of heavy cavalry, commanded by Ma- 
jor-Genei-al Trip, consisting of the first and third re- 
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giments Dutcb> and the second Carabiniers (Bel« 
gian.) . 

(q) The second brigade of light cavalry, under the 

command of Major-General Ghigny, waacomposed of 

the fourth Dutch light dragoons, and the eighth cegi** 

ment of Belgian hussars— a brigade of light artillery, 

of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, under the com* 

mand of Captain Petter, was attached to this division; 

it was posted nearly in front of the first regiment of 
Nassau, (g). 

(r) The First brigade of light cavalry, under the 
command of Major-General Van Merle, consisted of 
the sixth regiment of Dutch hussars, and the fifth Bel« 
£^an light dragoons* 
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^fT^fLM ARTILLERY ATTACHED. 



, i^esides tjie artillery atiaol^d to eacb (division, tberp 
li^ere al&o attached ^to tb^ British cavajiry, the brigade 
X>f Majo^ Eujl, Lieut^pa^t-Colonel Smith, Lieii- 
|ep?int-<;Jolo9€j' Sir Robert jQardner, Major Ramsay, 
^n4 C^ptaia Mercer, also a rocfcejt lurigade, coma^od' 
ed by Major Whinyates. 

• 
Three brigades of artiUery were in re9crv€,*^mder 

4h? command of Sir Hew P. Ross, Major ^ean, aa4 

Captain Sinclairr 

These brigades occupied successively the positions, 
of those dismounted in the centre, and upon the left. 

The diflferent batteries of *the centre, were placed 
irregularly, according to th« nature, and undulation 
of the ground. 
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EXTREME RIGHT OF THE ANGLOAI^ 
LIED ARMY AT BRAINE-LA-LEUD. 

THE SECOND COUPS OF THE ARMY, FORMING THE 
RIGHT WING5 COM 
KAL LORD HILL. 



(C) The plateau, where the second Entish divfeion 

r 

was placed en potcncCj imder llie command ot JLieu- 
tcnant General Sir Henry Clinton : Ti was composed 
as follows : 

(s) ^The third British brigade under the cDminnui 
of Mttjor-(3en€ral Adaiias^ consisted of tiie first batta^ 
lion* of theftifty-seCond, and se-*enty-first rogimerti» of 
Ae line and nine companies of the mnely-fifth regi^ 
ment^or rifle corps. (Now called rifle brigade-) 

(tX.ThB first brigade of the King's German Le-^ 
gion^ commanded by Colonel Duplat^ was composed 
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otihe first, second, third, and fourth battalions of the 
line of the King^s German Legion. 

(u) The third Hanoverian brigade, commanded bj 
Colonel Ilalkett, consisted of the second and third bat- 
talions of the Duke of York, and the battalions of mi-^ 
litia Saltzgitter, and Bremervorde; a brigade of 
Royal British Artillery, commanded by Captain BoU 
ton, and a brigade of King^s German Horste Artillery^ 
under the command of Major Symper, were attached 
to the second division* 

{v} The fourth British brigade, under the com* 
nand of Colonel Mitchell, belonging to the fourth 
division, composed of the third battalion of the 
fourteenth regiment, and the first battalions, of the 
twenty-third, and fifty-first regiments of the line. A 
brigade of Hanoverian Artillery, commanded by 
Captain de Retberg, was attached to the second dhu 
•ion^i which about three o'clock in the afternoon, took 
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up a new alignment on the right of the centre, as it 
did not appear necessary to maintain longer that 
position, 

(D) The defence of Braine4a-Leud was entrusted 
to the third division of the Netherlands, under the 
command of Lieutenant-General Baron Chasse. — The 
first hrigade, under the command of Colonel Detmer?, 
composed of the thirty-fifth battalion of Belgian 
light infantry, the second battalion of the Dutch linn, 
and the fourth, sixth, seventeenth, and i^ineteenth 
battalions of Dutch Militia, occupied that position; 
the seventeenth battalion, a little in advance, kept 
open the communication with the second British di- 
vision, under the command of Ideutenant-General 
Sir Henry Clinton* 

(13) The second brigade, commanded by Major- 
General D'Aubreme, was composed of the thirty- 
taxth battalion of light infantry, and the third batta« 
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Kon of the Belgian line, the twelfth and thirteenth 
lyattalions of the line, and the tlnrd artd tenth batta- 
lions of Dutch Militia. — These troops ocenpied A 
commanding position upon an height at the farm of 
Vieux l^oriez. — A brigade of foot Artillery, under 
the coirimaiid of Captain Lux and a light brigade, 
commanded By Majoi* Van der Smissen, were attach* 
ed to this* division. 

(w) Between thfe'hoursoftJwo and three o'clock in 
th^ afV6rnoon, the third division advianfced towards 
the ceniiTe; tlife second brigade by Merbe-Braiiife* 5 
the 6tst brigade was ordered to occupy the* original 
'position 6f the second British division. 

Four battalions moved forward in square. The 
third division took up a second position along iti^ 
''thau^ee of Nivelles, in rear of.the right wing of the 
irmy; 
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BETi»3HEIM)iyiSIONS, FORJMmirfi THE 
LEFT WING. 

tHE EJtTBEIlE I4EFT OP THE ANGLO-AJUtl^l^ 4^W* 
JLBOYE I*A JIA^E. 



(F) A part of the second division of the Kingdom 
of the Netherlands, under the orders of Lieuten- 
ant-General Baron de Perponcher, and the second 
brigade, commanded by the Prince of Saxe-Weymar, 
composed of the first and second battalions of th^ 
regiment of Orange Nassau, with the second and third 
battalions of the second regiment of Nassau Usingen, 
i)cc^{yed the positions $tt the e^trenji^ left^ oi Pape- 
^ptte, Srooljiaiti, and la Haye. The Brst battalion ,©f 
the second regiment before mentioned, was posted 
at Gomont, (see i.> 
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(x) The first brigade, commanded by Major-6e« 
neral Count de Byland of the same division, consist- 
ed of the seventh battalion of the Belgian line, the 
twenty-seventh regiment of light infantry, the fifth, 
seventh, and eighth battalions of Dutch Militia. The 
fifth battalion of Militia placed in reserve, suffered 
considerably on the sixteenth of JuneatQuatre-Bras, 
A brigade of guns, under the command of Captain 
Byleveld, was attached to the division* 

(G) The fifth British division was under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Pii^ton.— 
a brigade of Royal British Artillery, commanded by 
Major Rogers, and a brigade of Hanoverian Artil- 
lery, under the command of Captain Braun^ were ^at- 
tached to this division. 

(y) The fifth Hanoverian brigade, consisted of 
the fbur battalions of Militia of Hameln^ Grifforii^ 
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Hildeslieiiif/ and Peine/ ufidei^t&e cbinmaiid ot Col.^ 
Vincke. 

M ^ 
(z) Th4 nhith brigade (Scdtcli) wad under tlie 

cdnitnaYld of Major-Genbral Sir Dennis Pack, add* 

cotisisted of the third battalidn o( the first regiment 

of Royaf Scotch, the first battalions of th'<^ forty-8e« 

coiid, and ninety-second Highland^i^, aiid the secohtl^ 

battalion of the forty-fourth regiment. TLis brigade ' 

charged with the bayonet the French column T. 

(see m). 

(aa) The eighth British brigade, commanded by" 
Major-General Sir James Kempt, consisted of the 
first battalions of the twenty-eighth and thirty-second 
regiments, and the first battalion of the seventy-ninth 
regiment of Highlanders, the first battalion of the 
ninty-Sfth, (rifle corps) and one company of the same 
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regiment^ (see m). This brigade and the nioib iof* 
fered considerably at Quatre Bras. 

■ m 

(bb) Tenth' British bri^de, commanded by Majdr- 
General Sir J, Lambert, (belonging to the sixth divi**^ 
sion) composed of the first battalions of the fourth, 
twenty-seventh^ and fortieth regiments of the line. 
This brigade was particularly charged inxetaking thfr 
farm of La Haie-rSainte. 

(cc) The second brigade of heavy cavalry, Com* 
manded by Major-General Sir William Ponsouby, 
consisted of the first regiment of Royal Dragoons, sef- 
cond regiment. North British Dragoons, (or Scotch 
Grey's) and the sixth, or Inniskilling Dragoons. Thii 
brigade made a desperate charge upon the French 
Artillery, (see m. o.) 

(dd) The fourth brigade of light cavalry, undef 
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Ihe command of Major-General Sir J. Vandelcur, 
composed of the eleventh, twelfth, and sixteenth 
j'egioieiits of British light dragoons, charged T^ 



(ee) The sixth brigade of light cavalry, command- 
^ by Major-GeneraL Sir Hussey Vivian, was com- 
posed of the first regiment of Hussars, King's Ger' 
man Legion, and the tenth and eighteenth 4*egiments 
of British Hussars. In the afternoon, the fourth, and 
•ixth British brigades, moved to the right of the cen- 
tre, (seej^.y 



Digitized by 



Google 



( «p ) 



^r^ PRUSSIAN ARMY, UNDER THE 
COMMAND OF HIS HIGHNESS, PRINCE 
BLUCHER, DEBOUCHING BY LASNE, 
AND O'HAIN. 



(U) The first corps of the Army, under the com- 
mand of General Yon Ziethen, arrived at eight 
o'clock in the evening, with four brigades of infantry, 

each consisting of three regiments; the first brigade 

* 
under the command of General Steinmetz, the second 

brigade under General Pirch (junior) ; the third bri- 
gade under General Jagow ; the fourth brigade under 
General Henkel, and a corps of cavalry, composed 
of six regiments, under General Von Boeder. Thi» 
corps had suflered considerably' on the fifteenth and 
filxlecBth of June at Ligny. 
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<#) At the moment of the general advance of the 
Al][i<»d Army, ,the advanced guard of the first corp^, 
retook Smohain and Papelotte, in concert with tb« 
troops of Napsau, when they established a battery 
against La l|l^ near (if). 

♦I 

(gg) The three other brigades advanced at th« 
«ametime upon La Belle Alliance. 



(hh) The cavalry under the command of General 
Von Boeder pursued the French, already in fuE 
retreat. 

(I) .The arrival of the fourth corps, under the com^^ 
mand of Lieutenant General Von Bulow. The six- 
teenth brigade, under Colonel Hiller ; the fifteenth 
brigade, under General Von liosthin ; the thirteenth 
brigade, under Lieutenant General Von Hacke, and 
the fourteenth brigade under Major-General Von 
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Ryssel.— A numeroug artillery, and a corps of beary 
cavalry, with that of the second corpn, forming i^ 
.gether fourteen regiments, was commanded by His 
Royal Highness, Prince William of Prussia. 

J^ ^ The fifteenth and sixteenth brigades arrived at 
4Ebur o'clock, with a corps of cavalry, in a covered 
position, in the wood of Paris, near Fricherraont^ 
they immediately debouched, and advanced upon 
"Plancenois.-— The Prince Blucher had before ad- 
icanced at three o'clock in the afternoon to reconr 
noitre the field of "battle with two regiments gf dra^- 
goons, which were engaged with the French cavalry; 
m rear of Frichermont. 

<K) General Von Bulow, without awaiting his rein-t 
forcements, made every necessary arrangement to^ 
attack Plancenois. 
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' *(L) Th<r two* other brigades oF tli6 fourtli ieofpt 
kavii^ successively arrived with a part of thB second^ 
«orps, commanded by General Perch (Senior), forffi- 
ed in the plain. Some troopg arrived by the Abbey 
ofd'Aywiers. (kk>. 

Jl fttti "I^he cavalry, supported By the artillery, at<« 
tacked the righ^ of the first French corps, and was 
•engaged with the cavalry (tt). The French turned 
fiome guns against them, (N) to which they were^ 
considerably exposed. 

JtlLiHh The remainder of the fourth corps, with apart 
«f the second, attacked Plancenois, defended in front, 
by the sixth French corps.-— About six o'clock in the 
evening, the engagement became general, and during; 
that momentous crisis, t he troops on both sides fought 
with increased and unexampled fury. 
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<II) This colnfnn bravely resisted the difiefent 
attacks made upon it, and turned the village aC 
night. 

fmni) Attack of the village in front, which' wte 
taken and retaken three times* This position wag 
ohs^inately disputed. j^ «. 
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THE 



FRENCH ARMY, 

Commanded »y NAPOLEON BONAPARTE. 



THE IlIGHT WING OF THE FRENCH ARMY RESTINa 
VPON SMOHA1N. 

N 1. N 2. N 3. Three diflferent positions on the 
Ride of the cbaass^e of Charleroi and Brussels, 
whicli Napoleon occupied successively during the 
battk, at the hours often oVlock in the morning, and 
at three and seven in the afternoon. 

(N) Extreme ri^ht of the first corp®, commanded 
by Lienteaant-General Count d'Erlon, consisting 
of four divisions of infantry, and one division of ca« 
valry (tt) supported by eighty pieces of caonaa 
twelve pounders. 
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(nn) The fourtB division of the first corps v^as com- 
manded by Lieutenant-General Durutte, and com* 
posed of four regiments, the twenty-ninth, eighty-fifth, 
ninety-fifth of the line, and a regiment of light infan- 
try. It attacked and retook several times, the farm 
of Papelotte, defended by the troops of Nassau, (F) 
which was ultimately destroyed by fire. This division 
was attacked at night, in flank, by the Prussians. 

(oo) The third division, commanded by Lieutenant- 
General Marcognet, was composed of four regi- 
ments, the twenty-fifth, forty-fifth, one hundred 
and fifth of the line, and a regiment of light infan- 
try. It was at the head of the strong column (T> 
which attacked the left wing of the Allied Army. 

(pp) The second division consisted of four regi- 
ments, the seyenteenth, nineteenth, fifty-first of the 
line, and the thirteenth regiment of light infantry, un- 
der the command of Lieutenant-General — -^ 
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This division was ordered to carry La Haie^ 
Sainte, where it met with great opposition. 
The nineteenth regiment was almost entirely de- 
stroyed. 

(qq) The first division^ consisting cjf four regi- 
ments of the line, and a regiment of light infan- 
try, under the command of Lieutenant- General 

supported the second division, in the 

attack upon La Haie-Sainte, which it afterwards 
carried with considerable loss. 

(rr) The first division of Cuirassiers, under the 
command of General Delort, was composed of two 
brigades. The first brig-ade consisted of the fifth, 
and tenth regiments, under Brigadier General Cal- 
mer; the second, of the sixth and nineteenth regi- 
ments, under General 

(ss) A division of Cuirassiers, under the command 
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ofGeneralVathierde St..Alpho«se.~The first bri- 
gade consisted ©f the first and «ecOnd regiments, nn- 
del" Geaferal Dubois ; the second^ of the fourth, aWd 
twelfth regiments, under General Trav^re. 

The third corps of cavalry, composed of two di- 
visions, under the command of Lieutenant-General 
Milhaud, formed, after the fall of La Haie-Sainte, 
in the hollow (U), on one side of the farm. 

(tt) A division of light cavalry, under the com- 
mand of General Jacquenot, consisting of the third 
and fourth regiments of Lancers, the third regiment 
of light dragoons, and the seventh regiment of hus- 
sars. It was attached to the first corps of infantry, 
and, during its retreat, was repeatedly charged and 
much harrassed by the Prussian cavalry. 
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LEFT WING OP THE FRENCH ARMY^ 
COVERED BY THE WOOD OF GOMONT* 

(O) The extreme left of the second corps, under 
the command of Lieutenant-General Count Reille, was 
composed of four divisions of infantry, and one divi- 
sion of cavalry (zz),' supported by upwards of sixty 
pieces of cannon twelve pounders. The first division 
of infantryj under the command of Jerome Napoleon, 
tecu^ied this j^Hidh, ietttd cotaststed xxt fotiir k^i« 
ii!^Ti% the it^y s^on^, ^hd third of the litie, dud 
Hk^ «rst of light ihfittit^, isuppottfea bythfe second 
«&riAfctm (titt). The first attack tvas tirade Oh the 
^ood and tihateM df GmtiCftity at half-past eleven 
o'clock, (see h.) 

<uu) The second division C)dmmanded by liietten-^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ 



< so ) 

ftnt»Greneral Bachelu, consisted of four regiments; the 
twelfth light infantry, seventy-second, one hundred 
and eighth^ and — regiments of the line, (see O). 

(vv) The third division was commanded by Lieu- 
tenant-General Foy, and composed of four regiments 
of the line, and one of light infantry; a part of this 
division moved upon Gomont, (i) the remainder was 
employed against La Haie-Sainte. 

(ww) The fourth division, under the command of 
Lieutenant-General Girard, consisted of four re- 
giments, the fourth light infantry, twelfth, and two 
regiments of the line. This division having suflFered 
considerably at the battle of Ligny, was not much 
exposed on the eighteenth of June. 

(xx) A division of heavy cavalry, under the com* 
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mand of Lieutenant-General PHeretier, composed of 
four regiiD^ntS) the eighth and eleventh of cuirassiers, 
and the second and seventh dragoons. 

(yy) A division of heavy cavalry, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant-General Roussel d'Urbal, com« 
posed of four regiments, the first and second carabi- 
neers, and the second and third of cuirassiers. These 
two divisions formed the fourth corps of cavalry, un- 
der the command of Lieutenant-General Kellerman, 
and advanced towards the centre of the Allied 
Army^)4/^ 

(zz) A division of light cavalry, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant-General Pire, attached to the 
second corps of infantry, comppsed of four regi- 
ments, the first and sixth light dragoons, and 
the fifth and sixth regiments of lancers. This divi* 
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sioB posted during the day in observation at Mon 
Plaisir, moYed in the afternoon towards Plancenots 
in order to cover, in eoncert with the old guard, the 
retreat of the army. 



Av 
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THE FRENCH KEJSSRVE, STATTOKED 
BETWEEN PLANGENOIS AND MON* 
FLAISIRi 

(P) The sitth corps, composed of tiVo divisions, witt 
tbirty pieces of* Ai*tiUei*y-^tTir6lve pounders, und6r iht 
covnnand ot LieuteHant-General, thei Count Lobau^ 
tfas placed in reserve. The first division^ under th^ 
Command' of General Baron Simmer, consisted of th# 
fiftk5 ^venth, tiresty-seTCfntb, and eighty-fourth re- 
giments of' the line; thd second divisiofn, commanded 
by General Bar<m Jeannin, was composcid of'the fifth 
light infantry, the tenth^ and one hundred and seventh 
tegio^Bts of th6 lia^. 

The third division of the sixth cQrpf^ commaocM 
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by General Baron Teste, was detached at Wavre, t# 
support the third corps, under General Vandamme. 

(cb) a division of cavalry, composed of the fourth 
eleventh, and twelfth regiments of light' dragoons, 
> under the command of General d'Aumont, was. at- 
tached to the sixth corps. 

(bb) The sixth corps occupied in the defence of 
Plancenois, supported by the Young Guard on the 
right. 

(Q) The Young Guard, was under the command of 
General Duhesme : the division, consisting- of four 
regiments, was commanded by General Barrots. The 
first brigade, commanded by General Chartron, wat 
composed of the first regiment of tirailleurs, and the 
first of voltigeurs ; the second brigade, commanded by 
General Mellinet, chief of the staff, consisted of the 
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third regiment of iirailleur?^ and the third of volti- 

feurs. 

• 

(a) The Young Guard, supporting the right of the 
fixth corps, in danger of being outflanked by the 
Prussians* 

(b) The fkrm of Cailliou, Head Quarters of Napo- 
leon, where his baggage remained protected by the se- 
cond battalion of the first regiment of chasseurs 
of the Old Guard, under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel During.* The park of artillery of the guard, 
twelve pounders, was posted ne^r the farm of Caiiliou^ 
in reserve, 

<R) The Old foot Guards, under the command of 
General Drouot ; (Major-General of the StaflT of the 
Guards) advanced towards La Belle Alliance, at three 
O^clock in the afternoon. 
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(c) The grenadiers of the Old Guard, were under 
the orders of l>ieutenant*>General Friant, and com*^ 
posed of the first, second, third, and fourth regiments. 
The division was commanded by General Petit, 

(d) The chasseurs of the Old Guard were under 
the orders of Lieutenant-General Morand, and com<» 
posed of the first, second, third, and fourth regiments. 
General Michel commanded the division. The artil-* 
lery of the Guard, under the command of General 
Doguerau, was employed ^t Plancenpis. 

(e) The horse grenadiers of the Guard, were under 
the command of Lieutenant-General Guyot, also the 
dragoons of the Guard, upder Colonel Hofmeyer, 
General Letort having fa}len op the sixteenth. 

(/) The Lancers of the Guard were under the 
command of General Cplhert, and the light cavalry, 



Digitized by 



Google 



( S7 ) 

under General Lefebvre-Desnouettes, advanced to- 
ivard«i the centre of the Allied Army^ upon which they 
ma^e numerous charges. 

(g) A battery of reserve of the Guard— twelve pouu- 
4ers, which fired in the afternoon over the village of 
Plancenois, to check the advance of the Prussians, 
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THE SECOND P08ITI0N«, PRINCIPAL ATTACKS ANB 
JDIFFERENT MOVEMENTS, 

(S) Second position of the foot guards^ which form* 
ed in squares^ at the approach of the Prussians. 

ih) Two battalions of the old guard, which were 
ordered from the Chaussee (S) to support the sixth 
corps, and the young guard at Plancenois^ 

(0 The light artillery of the guard, under the com-* 
mand of General Duchand,' with two other batteries, 
of the guard, replaced that of the sixth corps, or- 
dered to the right of the first corps (N) to supply 
the place of the guns dismounted by Major-General 
Ponsonby (see^jD^^ 
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(k) The old ^ustrd, haying formed two squares, 1 
and 2y at nine o'clock at night, made several ineffec** ' 
tual efforts to cover the retreat and restrain ^the fu-* 
gitives. Napoleon remained a short time with th« 
square (2). 

The square (I) being pressed by the retreating' 
army and charged by a British regiment of cavalry^ 
was broken and nearly destroyed, 

(/) The squares* of the sixth corps, of tfee young 
guard, and of two battalions of the old guard, which 

had been sent to the support of the former at Flan^ 

■ - ■;•';' > • r 

cenois, in retreat, 

(T) A heavy column of infantry, composed of part 
of the second and third division of the first corps, 
moved forward at two o'clock in the afternoon, ta 
attack th« left wing of the Allies, fiivoured by a deep 
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tratiae^ wbkk pnrteetod it frem the fire of ike aiu 
tiUery. 

C^) Tbe head ef tlw calumn ('t) haTing^ micceecU 
ed in gaining the heights, drove back the bri«* 
gade to which it was opposed but being attacked on 
the flaoLy by jbl part of the fifth division, under Lieu- 
tenant-General Sir Thgni^as Picton, and charged by 
a brigade of British Dragoons, undcfi? the command 
of Major«Genefal Sir William Ponsonby, it was re- 
pulsed with considerable loss. 

(n) The column (T) in retreat, charged by the 
British Dragoons, supported by a brigade(q) of thif 
INetherlands, under M ar)or«General Ghigny. 

(o) Tte British brigade of Dragoon*, which ad- 
vanced from the farm of La Ilaie-Sainte, (n) under 
Sir WiUlam Ponsonby, and charged the batteries^ on 
the right of the first French corpse 
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tp) This bpigade after the brilliant charge it madl^ 
>as repulsed by the cuirasvsiers, under General MU« 
^aud, and the fourth regiment of lancers. ^ 

(q) After an obstinate resistance, La Haie-Sainle' 
tvas taken at three o'clock, by a part of the first and 
second divisions of infantry, which enabled the cuiras* 
siers to forni^ en masscy in the hoi low. (U^. 

(U) The bollow before mentioned, where the eui- 
rassiers and other cavalry formed in great numbie*'^ 
before and- after the various charges made upon the 
squares of the centre, posted in echelon, on the heighU 
ofMont St. Jean. 

(f) The hof se grenadiers ancJ* dragoons of the guafdj^ 
which advanced from the low grounds near Rossomm^ 
(e) and repeatedly charged (a) aind (b)* 
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(s) The lancers of the guard, having advanced 
from the plateau above Plancenois (f) at five o^clock^ 
in the afternoon, by different routes, made sever?! 
desperate charges upon (a c d) 



. (t) A division of cuirassiers and carabiniers, which 

yy 

advanced from the rear of Gomont (M|^* It was 
at the barrier of that chateau, where Marshal Ney, 
on foot, (having had his horse shot under him) en* 
couraged this division to make one more effort. 



(u) The squares of the second division, under the 
command of General Clinton, moving at t^o o'clock 
from the plateau above Merbe-Braine (C) lo sup- 
p<Mrt the right wing of the centre. 

\\) Four regiments of the third and fourth chas- 
seurs, and the third and fourth of the grenadiers of 
the Fjrench guard, ^called the middle or moyenrc 
^^jfmmie) advanced in column, animated by Na« 
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f ofeon, to attack the centre of the Allies^ at half« 
past seven o^lock. 

(t?) These regiments, led on by Marshal Ney^ 
gained the heights, between La Haie^-Sainte and Go- 
mont, and deployed in front of the Allied troopjs^ 
evin( 
led. 



evincing u c^volness and intrepidity,, almost unequal 



(w) The first* brigade, (C) commanded By Colonel 
Detmers, forming part of the third division of (he 
Netherlands, .under the command of Li^ijrtenant-Ge- 
neral Chasse, arrived at this critical moment, with 
»ix battalions, to the support of the brave iroops eh^^ 
gaged during the day. A light brigade ^of artillery, 
commanded by Major Yan-der-Smissen, also arrived 
from Braibe-la<^Leud to support these troops,* who 
succeeded in repulsing the guard, equ^^Uy unsuccess-- 
full at all points, in its attacks upon the right^ing of. 
the centre. 
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Xsy A brigade of British artillery, attached to the 
second Britibh division, commanded by th^ gallant 
Captain Napier, (who received nine wounds) with 
the brigade {w) made dreajd£ul havoc in. ihet Fteock 
^uard^ 

('I/) Two brigfitdes of lig^ht cavalry, under Majoi> 
Generals Vandeleur and Vivian, having arrived from 
the left wing of the Ariijy, charged the guard upon, 
its, left flankj supported by the brigades (n^n l).at the< 
Batne moment that Lord Wellington, advanced with, 
th^ whole of the Unfij, whi^^h decided the victory • 

(z) The last. French squai-es, which^ after a vaiti, 
end ineffectual resistance, were broken, and ulti^- 
mately becajne a part of, the general a^nd cpnfused 
mass. _ * 

(Or) The place jvhere the Pritice of Orange wa» 
bounded at half-past sev^n o'clock in the aftiemoon, 
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«liarging at tlie head of thetirst regimeot ofNassau*^ 
Usiogeo, the grenadiers of the middle guards 

His Royal Highness was shot through the left- 
shoulder, almost at the same moment that the yict(»^. 
was obtained*. 
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Tua Author legs have to return his most grateJUl ac^ 
knowledgments to the Officers of the different Armies^ 
ztho have so generously/ enabled him to authenticate erery 
part of this Narrative by official information ; and^ at the 
same time to observe^ that if in the course of the general 
4etail^ he has passed over in silence^ any peculiar drcum^ 
stance connected with individuals : he assures thern^ it has 
proceeded from want of information^ and not frcm 
neglect^ or an unwillingness^ on his part ^ to give publicity 
io any matter^ either personal or interesting^ which relaUf^ 
Uhis subject. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



INTRODUCTION, 



BY 



THE TRANSLATOR. 



ki the Restdef m^y be un^e^udihted With ihk 
military o^dfsiticifid previous to tfad BitMe of Wa- 
terloo, the following Sketch t?ill t^tford him 60nie 
kaowlddge of the circumstances which led io that 
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event; and ena1>le him to trace the moTements of the 
French Army from its Cantonments in the vicinity 
of Beaumont, to the passage of the Sambre, at Mar^ 
chienne au Pont, by Napoleon Buonaparte in per- 
son, about four o'clock in the morning, on the 
fifteenth of J tine 1815, and- at Lobbes and Thuin to 
the left, by a part of the second corps, under the 
orders of General Reille, which succeeded in forcing 
the advanced Posts of the Prussians to retire on 
Fontaine L'Evdque and Charleroi, from wbeQce they 
were dislodged. 

Napoleon having obtained possession of this im- 
portant position, ordered Marshal Ney to advance 
with the first and second corps of the army, under 
Generals d'Erlon and Reille, supported by four di- 
visions of cavalry, under Lieutenant-Generals Pine, 
Desuouettes, V^lmv and Colbert, and a fQrmidable 
artillery on 6fei n>ft ite i » at the same time that a corps 
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>^f obserrdCion was pushed forward to Fleurus, wbere 
'Marshal Blucher was concentrating his forces. 

Marshal Ney having entered w^itJlfi^ pursued 
Ills route towards Brussels, and attacked, at six 
o'clock in the afternoon, a battalion of Orange-Nassau, 
under the Prince of Saxe-Weyniar, supported l>y a 
. brigade of Light Artillery, which occupied the vil- 
lage of Frashe, and obliged these troops to fall back 
on a part of the second division of the kingdom of 
the Netherlands, under the cotnraahd of Lieutenant- 
General de Perpo'ncher, at Quatre Bras (or the cross 
Voads), which had advanced from Nivelles, on hear- 
ing of the approach of the French, and succeeded in 
holding that position until the arrival of the troo^ 
on the following morning^'. 

The occupation of Quatre Bras was most important^ 
as the possession of it kept o^^n a communication, l>y 
thti Namur road, with Marshal Blucher's arni5> 
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ni#Ting into poaiiion OH Uie beigli^ in t^%x of Sonr 
breffe, Ligay audi St Aoifmdi ishkk vUingeiy werr 
occupied hy the advanced posts of the Prussians, 

Napo)e9A biiviag n\Qff^ ftoni Cfa»likeim on tjke 
morning off the l^h formod m^. cy[}Q)y in ojrder of 
battle on tha pkitns of Fteurus ; ^n^v^g frw) 
that town li«y,Qnd,th€ village of l^ignyt haying l^is 
centres up$Mi an hiUock, called tb^ Tomb, ui front pf 
tbajk of th^ Pra»E^ian portion. Tfaie grqat^r pcopqrtipp 
of bif cavalry w«. p<?«t^d in rear of tb^ right wUjg, 
undec cover of; an elevHted ground^ and the arUUargr 
wafi placed along the line in the mort coviQanding 
and advaqtageouQ positions. The attacti commenced 
about two p'clp^k in the day, vhw the rigbt wing of 
the Prussian army, after an obs^nate resistance of 
some hours, was obliged to fall back, being press- 
ed iV^ %?^t. hy the division under General Lefol^ 
outfl€||^4 by the fourth corps under tiieutenant-G«- 
^eifftl Qi^^d> at St. Amand ( I), and also threatened ki 
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iji^ f0gr % the first corp^, miev Counit d'Erlo^ 
,,^ .^hipb NdpoUQn h94 iwrderei froip Fru^sn^ by a roa4 
4iitliag diuec^tly, to. that vSl^^ge* Thia a4vsvatage ob* 
tained by tba enemy, CQBeipeUQd ]\f arsbf^l Blucbcif t9 
fora^ hiavigbt wing enpotmoe (g) upon tl iil ic ntye whieb 
rested on tl^e mill ol Bussy, (3) inordei? to csover tbf 
pillage of Bey to. his c^ir. Napoleon, .witb bis usual 
promptitude, ayailiog^ bunself of- tbe succeases he 
bad obtained oi¥.ei! tbe i^gbt of tbe Prussian line^ 
ordered bis guar4^^ ^nppqr^ed by tb^ cavalry aad 
aiiiUei^ of the left> to advance, %n4 the fourth corpi 
to si^ppoct tbe ^tlafibr Qft the Prwajaji right of the vil- 
hge of L,ig»y^ whet^i the mo^t 9tre».uou9 ex^rtbne 
If ere made t<p dpjfeal hi^ intentions. 

Finding it impracticable to possess himself of this 

position, without atV€97ycon&A^rab)^ sacrifice of lives, 

. owing to tbe^^iR and bravery w,ith whiqh. it waa 4e- 

fended> he changed his. ino4j9 of a-tt^cfe, ^nd directed a 

•troag coJuwi to be^ &ri9iQd^ of % p^r^t ol* tbe. right 
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Wing of his army, and to advance undef cofer of *if 
hollow road to the left of the village. Thisjnove-^;^.^ 
ment, favored by a detractive fire from the ^tjtwT 
batteries at the tomb, which Enveloped the Castle^ 
^S^arm ^(MMMMA^ and the right of the village \ik 
flames, compelled the Prussiahs to retire, when this 
most important post fell^ into the hands of the enemy. 
This success enabled him to employ a Considerable 
part of his forces against the Prussian centre, and 
the heights being charged by the guards, at the sami^ 
time that an attack was made on the left by a heavy 
column of infantry, supported by the Cuirassiers, and 
^ formidable artillery, the position was carried antt 
the Prussian army obliged to fall back on the villagfe 
bfBry. 

Marshal Blucher finding it impossible to op^ * 
pose, in such open ground, an enemy numerically 
Superior to him, and likewise seeing «no prospect df 
the nrivid <»f the fourth corps^ under l^eateti^nt 
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<ireneral Von Bulow, advancing by Gembloux, withr, 
drew his troops from Bry, which the French occupied 
a^t ten o^clpck at night, and reformed them on a pla- 
teau {i, runningnearly paralle} with his former posit ion, 
between that village and Marbais. Haying remaine4. 
^ short tii^e tp allow; his army some rest after, 
the extreme fatigue of the day, he retreated through 
the villages of Tilly and Bruvier^ on Wavre, wherc^ 
be was joined by the fourth corps. 

The troops which had 'Supported, during the day, 
the batteries of Sombreffe and Tongrenelle, employ- 
ed with considerable effect against the right of the^ 
French army, continued to occupy their positions 
until two o'clock the fpUpwing morning, when they., 
retrograded by Gembloux on Wavre, followed a 
short time afterwards, by the corps of Marsha^ 
Grouchy and Vandamme. 

At the 8am« time that Napoleon was engaged 
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mth the Prukiian Army at Ligny, Mai^bal Ney 
attacked the Allies at Qnatre-Bras, defended 
by the fifth British divisioi), unde^ the ctimtailnd 
of liieatenant Genehil Sir Thomad Picton, thef 
•econd divisioA of the kingdom of the I^Mherlands^ 
uhder Lieutenant . Qeneral Baron de Perponcher, 
and the troops of Brunswick, under their illustrious 
Duke, snpported by the first division of the British 
guards, commanded by Major General Sir George 
Cooke, which succeeded in driving the enemy from 
the wood of Bo^su, while the third British division, 
tinder Lieutenant General Count Alteti, charged his 
centre upon the plain. After an obstinate contest of 
(even hours, the French w^e forced to givfe way^ 
and the AHies remained in possession of the fields 
BuHng that period, the troops were not only exposed 
to a most galling and destructive fire of artillery; 
but to the repeated charges of a numerous catalry, 
supported by heavy columns of infantry, whose va-f 
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rious attacks were generally repulsed, notwithstand-* 
ing the great superiority of their numbers. 

After many frgitless efTorts to carry this position^ 

Marshal Ney ordered the first division to advance to 

* 

his support from Frasne ; but to his great surprise 
and mortification, discovered that it had been with* 
drawn by Napoleon. 

Had not the Duke of Wellington succeeded in 
holding Quatre Bras, Marshal* Ney would most un* 
doubtedly have profited by the occasion, and pushed 
on to Brussels. This movement would have inter- 
posed the French army between the Allies and thg 
Prussians, and prevented all direct communication ; 
besides, the road from Sorabrefi^e to Quatre- Bras was 
perfectly open, nothing now existing, to prevent Na« 
poleon from availing himself of thd advantages 
which be had obtained. 

b 
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The very extended Cantonments of the Allied 
Army on the fi fteenlh of June,have naturally led to many 
observations from persons unacquainted with the 
cause ; but, by referring to the map of the Ne- 
therlands, it will be seen, that so vulner?ble a fron- 

» 
tier could not be defended at all points ; on which ac- 
count the Duke of Wellington was obliged to await 
the commencement of hostilities, before he could at- 
tempt to concentrate his troops, it being utterly im- 
possible for him to anticipate at what point the first 
attack rci^ht be made. 

Such a step would have only favoured the designs of 
the enemy, and enabled him to penetrate still far- . 
ther into the country ; moreover, the difficulty of ob- 
taining forage and provisions, for so large an aVmy^ 
at any one point, must be apparent to alU 
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INTRODUCTION. 



On the sixteenth of June, the Allied Army, undef 
the command of Field Blarshal his Grace the Duke 
of Wellington, gloriously maintained the impor- 
tant position of Quatre-Bras, after a most sanguinary 

and well disputed contest. 

« 

This advantage, fully equivalent to a victory, con- 
tributed ill no small degree to the unparalleled suc- 
cesses of the eighteenth of June. 

From the obstinate defence of this important point 
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of communication, the different corps composing the 
Army, had time to arrive successively from their dis- 
tant cantonments, at the respective points of concen- 
tration, at the same time the troops which had been 
engaged at Quatre-Bras, by a retrograde movement 
reinforced them^ a manceuvre which the Field Mar- 
shal thought prudent, in consequence of the defeat of 
the Prussian Army at Ligny. 

Nothing could exceed the coolness and intrepidity 
of the troops engaged at Quatre-Bras, where a small 
body of men, assenabled in haste, and exposed for a 
considerable time, withouteither Artillery or Cavalry 
displayed the most surprising bravery, in resisting the 
impetuous attacks of a superior Army, perfectly or- 
ganised, and supported by every species offeree, in 
which the Allies were deficient. 

* It was^ there that the firmness and abilities of i^ 
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great General were required to extricate himserf firoH^ 
so perilous and critical a situation. 

It was there, surrounded by many ex|ierienced 
Generals, that, the Young Hero, the Hereditary 
Prince, shone so conspicuously, adding to the inhe- 
i^nt valor of the House of Orange, the talents of a 
Veteran— -talents matured in the war of the Penin- 
sula, under that great Captain, the immortal Wel* 

LINGTON. 

The illustrious and valiant Duke of Brunswick, 
terminated his glorious career, with many bitive men^ 
in this obstinate combat. 

* *The reverses sustained by the Prussian Army oa 
the sixteenth of June, on the heights of Ligny, deter^ 
mined Marshal Blucher to concentrate his troops at 
Wavre, where he would be reinforced by the fourth 
^rps, under tb« command of Xiei/tenant-Geaeral 
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Count Bulow^ which had not been previously en- 
gaged. 

ThiB retrograde movement obliged the Duke of 
Wellington, notwithstanding his success at Qualre- 
Bras (and without being compelled by the enemy) to 
make, as before observed, a corresponding manoeuvre, 
and retire on Waterloo, where the ground offered 
a positron, which this modern Fabius (5) considered 
well adapted for the defence of Brussels, upon 
this side. 

That part of the Army which had been engaged at 
Quatre-Bras, haying bivouaced the night of the six?- 
teenth, in advance of the Field of battle, His Grace 
^nade the necessary dispositions to support it, aod. 
renew the conflict on the morning of the seventeenth^ 
but seeing no inclination on the part of the enemy to 
attack him, be ordered the army to^etire at mid-day by 
Genappe (6), .with the intention of co-operating witk- 
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Marshal Blucher, which change of position he effect* 
ed in the most admirable order, notwithstanding, hi9 
rear gpard was closely pressed, and much harassed by 
the French cavalry, whose various charges were 
bravely and vigorously repulsed by the British dra* 
goons and Life Guards. (7) 

About four o'clock in the afternoon of the seven- 
teenth of June, the Army arrived on the plains, iu 
front of Waterloo, a village, partially entoured in th« 
Forest of Soignies, where the Duke of Wellingtoa 
established his Head-Quarters. 

The French Army commanded by Napoleon in 
person, followed this movement, but the unusual se- 
verity of the weather prevented him from making any 
serious attack. 

The rain fell in torrents, accompanied by thunder 
and lightning, which continued incessantly during 
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tte ttight ; notwithstanding, some light Artillery ad- 
vanced on La Belle Alliance^ and commenced a can- 
nonade, which was but of short duration ; when the 
French army bivouaced a part in advance of Ge- 
'nappe, the remainder on the heights between Plance- 
nois and the form of Mon-Plaisir. 

1^ he Head-Quarters of Napoleon were established 
at the farm of Cailliou, in the hamlet of the Maison 
du Roi. 

The Anglo- Allied army bivouaced between Smo- 
hain and Brain-la-Leud, generally upon the heights 
it occupied the following morning, rendered memor* 
able by the most brilliant of victories — A victory 
deservedly celebrated for it^ great importancei and 
decisive results. 
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AN 



HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 



OF THE 



BATTLE OF WATERLOO. 

Si^c. 8,0. Sfc. 



Is what awful suspense must the portentous night of 
the seventeenth of June, have passed away, while up- 
wards of one hundred ^ud fifty thousand men, separat- 
ed alone by a trifling ravine, aw aited but the break 
of day to decide by the sword such great and impor- 
tant interests* 

▲ 
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The fertile, but open plains of Waterloo afforded 
no shelter from the inclemency of the weather, an4 
the unusual cold, accompanied by heavy rain, render-^ 
ed the situation of the troops, already exhausted by 
Lunger and fatigue, particularly distressing. 

The morning at length <Jawned, the rain still con- 
tinued to fall, but ceased at intervals, which were em- 
*jik)yed on both sides in preparing for thecooibat. 

Napoleon and hi» legions, Jittle expected to find 
Ihe British Army, on the following morning, in order 
of battle; their only fear was, that the English would 
escape them by effecting a retreat during the night. ' 

If self-deceiving gasconade effaced from their me- 
mories the fatal lessons buttati*ly taught them in the 
Peninsula — if the battles of Talavera, Albuera, Sa- 
lamanca, Vittoria, Orthes, and Thoulouse, were not 
sufficient to dissipate their egotism, that of Quatre- 
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'Bras, ought to have amply convinced Uifem of thek* 
«rr0r* 

The tactics and intrepidity of the French Army, 
tequire no eulogiuni, but, Idt them do justice to the 
iBouragfe and unshaken firmness of their most perse- 
vering enemy, whose pretended inferiority on laod 
Was an assertion, ^ow unquestionably refuted^ 

'f he Duke of Wellington determined not to yield 
^n inch of ground, had taken up a position in front 
of the Farm of Mount St. Jean, upon the heights 
stretching from the plateau (A) commanding the cha- 
teau of Gomont, to (F) an elevated ground rising 
progressively above the Farms of La Haye and 
Papelotte, a deep rayiije, gradually descending oa 
this side towards Qf/tk^ protected the left wing. 
In front and rear of the line, which the heights deli- 
neate, are several other ravines, occasionally varying 
in depth, rendering the position suflSciently strongs 

A 2 
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excepting towards the centre, which presents some 
weak points. The right wing was protected by a 
long ravine descending towards Merbe-Braine, a 
haralet separated from Braine-la-Leud, by an exten- 
sive Plateau, which, as it afforded no position in front, 
riendered the occupation of this village nece^ry^ in 
order to keep open a communication with two small 
corps of observation, posted on tlie roads leading 
from Mons and Nivelles, to repell any attack on that 
side, one of which^ commanded by Ijieutenant-Gene- 
ral Sir Charles Colville, was placed near Tubise, 
about three miles and a half in advance of Hal, and 
ten from the field of action. The other at Clabbeek 
and Braine-le-chateau, situated at ^n equal distance, 
from Tiibise and Braine-la-Leud, under the command 
of His Royal Highness, Prince Frederic of the Ne- 
therlands, a young Prince, wko has exhibited suffici- 
ent proofs of talent, in his excellent arrangements, to 
justly entitle him to the reputation be has acquired^ 
that of a consummate GeneraL 



Digitized by 



Google 



f 5 > 

The army occupied a very extended lioe, the prin- 
cipal position crossed the roads, leading from Char-* 
!eroi and Nirelles to Brussels, which join at the farm 
of Mont St. Jean ; presenting the form of a fork, of 
which, the handle points along a part of the Forest of 
Soigne% to Waterloo: a village, about two miles in 
rear of the army. In reference to the action, the ab- 
solute centre of the Allied position rested upon the 
road from Charleroi, contiguous to a tree (B) remar- 
kable from the Duke of Wellington, and his staff 
having been frequently near it during the engage- 
ment. 

The French army occupied the heights running 
parallel, in front of the position of the Allies, at a 
distance of twelve hundred and sixty yards. The 
interveniog ground gradually descendo to the centre^ 
which, from its uneveness, afforded a partial cover 
to the troops as they advanced. 
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• The &cene ih rear of thin position, even beyond 
the wood of Callois and Neuve Cour, presents th« 
form of an amphitheatre. In the former stood a trigo^ 
nometrical observatory, (since fallen) which Napoleon 
is said to have ascended, but the assertion is un* 
founded. | 

Th6 strength of the French army present irt 
Waterloo, was upwards of seventy-eight thousand 
effective men, of which fifteen thousand were cavalry. 
It was composed of the first and second corps of the 
army, eight divisions. The sixth corps incomplete, 
wanting two divisions, with two divisions of the old 
and one division of the youdg guard, formed the re- 
serve. (8) The cavalry consisted of two corps, or foUr 
divisions of heavy dragoons/ two of the guard, and 
three divisions of light cavalry attached to the dif- 
ferent corps of infantry. 

The left of the first corps of infantry, (N) com- 
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toranded by Lieutenant General Count d'Erlon, rested 
^n La Belle Alliance, while its right extended to- 
wards Smohain. The artillery attached to this 
^orps consisted of eighty pieces of cannon, including 
Ihs reserve. The light cavalry, (tt) alsa attach^d^ 
was in the rear of the right flank. 

The second corps of infantry, (O) eommand- 
«d by Lieutenant General Count Reille, had its 
right on La Belle Alliance, while the left was co^ 
vered by the wood of the chateau of Gon^ont. 
The artillery of this corps amounted to upwards 
of sixty pieces of cannon. The division of light 
cavalry (tz) of this corps, was placed in ob- 
servation at Mon-Plaisir.* The two coi-ps of heavy 
cavalry, of which two divisions (ss-rr), command- 
ed by Lieutenant General Milhaut: two divisions 
(xx-yy), by Lieutenant General Kellerman, were 
placed in the second line at equal distances. The 
aixth corps (P), commanded by Lieutenant General 
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Count de Liobau, with thirty pieces of cannon, and th« 
division of light cavalry (ob), was in reserve, in rear 
of the right wing with the young guard (Q), under 
Lieutenant General Duhesme, for the defence of 
Plancetois, which, from information obtained by an 
intercepted letter, was expected to be attacked by 
fifteen thousand Prussians. The old guard (R) was 
posted on the heights in rear of the second corps. 
The horse guards (e, f)^ part on the right, the re- 
mainder on the left of the Charleroi road, the park 
of artillery of the guard in reserve, amounting to 
upwards of forty pieces of cannon — twelve-pounders, 
occupied a position near the Maison du Roi, and the 
baggage of Napoleon remained at the Farm of 
Cailliou (6;. 

The Duke of Wellington, .on the 11th of .April, 
formed his army into two corps, with artillery at- 
tached to each. The fifth and sixth British divisions, 
with the contingent of Brunswick, foroied the re- 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 9 ) 

serve. The first corps w^ commanded by His Royal 
jlighaess the Prince of Orange, the ^second by 
Lieutenant-General Lord Hill. The Allied cavalry 
was under the orders of Lieutenant-General the Earl 
of Uxbridge (9). The different corps concentrated on 
the field of battle, amounted to about fifly-three 
thousand infantry, and thirteen thousand cavalry^ 
including artillery-men, &c. &c., and Ihope attached 
to a park of ope hundred and fifly pieces of cannon. 
The different troops, composing this army, were as 
follows : — Thirteen thousand infantry, three thousand 
cavalry, and four brigades of artillery of the king- 
dom of ^he Netherlands, six thousand infantry and 
cavalry, and two brigades of artillery of the Duchy 
of Brunswick, with three thousand infantry of the 
contingent of Nassau-Usingen. The British troops, 
including the Hanoverian and King^s German Le- 
gion, formed the greater prpportion. 

The fallowing was the position of tht Allied 
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Army at mid- day* The centre was principally under 
the orders of his Royal Highness the Prince of 
Orange. 

The right of the first division (A) British foot 
guards, commanded by Major-General Sir George 
Cooke, rested on the road leading from fNivelles, 
having the chateau of Gomont a short distance in 
front of the right face. The third British divi- 
sion (B;, under the command of Lieutenant General 
Count Alten, extended from the left of the guards to 
the road leading from Charleroi, having the Farm of 
La Haie-Sainte, situated in a hollow, in front of the 
left face. Between the brigades of the third division 
was placed the contingent of Nassau-Usingen (g), 
under General Kruse; a part of the Brunswick 
troops (0, commanded by Major General Olferman, 
with two brigades of artillery, and its cavalry upon 
each flank, were posted in the first line with the royal 
guards ; the remainder in reserve. The diflTerent bat- 
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lerles of the centre were placed according to the na- 
ture of the ground. Lord Hill commanded the right 
wing ; but his torps (the second) was incomplete, a 
part being detached in observation on the road from 
Mons. In consequence, the third division (D) of the 
kingdom of the Netherlands, commanded by Lieut.- 
General Baron Chasse, of the first corps, was placed 
under his Lordship's orders, and posted at Braine- 
la-Leud, occupying the height (E) at the Farm of 
Vieux-Foriez. To secure the right flank of the 
centre, the second British division, comn^anded by 
Lieutenant General Sir H. Clinton, with its artillery, 
and the fourth brigade of the fourth division, were 
posted, en potence^ in rear of the right, upon a pla- 
teau (C) difiicult of access, being protected by a ra- 
vine, which extends to Merbe-Braine. The natural 
strength of this position rendered any attempt, on the 
part of the enemy, to turn the right extremely ha- 
fisardous. : ' ^ 

The left wing of the army was formed of two 
B 2 
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divisions. The fifth British division (G), cbm- 
nianded by Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Pictori, 
and' the tenth brigade (bb), detached from' the sixth 
British division^ extended from the main road of 
Charleroi, along thie roads, leading to Ohain and 
Wavre. Two brigades, forming a part of the se- 
cond division of tKe kingdom of the Netherlands,^ 
commanded by Lieutenant- Genei^al de Perponchier, 
were separated by a part of the fifth BritTsli division. 
The defence of Smohain, at the extreme left, wa« 
Entrusted to Colonel, the Prince of Saxe-Weymar, 
commanding the second brigade, composed of thig 
troops of Nassau, (in the service of the King of tlie 
Netherlands). The artillery was ranged at equal 
distances within the hed^e of the Ohain road. 

The defence of La Haie-SatAte, an important po- 
sition and the key of the centre, wa^j con$ded to the se- 
cond brigade of the King's German Legion, coip- 
manded by Colonel Ompteda, who caused the Farm 
mild Oit^hards to be occupied by th6 second bat* 
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talion of light infantry, under liieutenaTit-Galonel^ 
Baring* 

Tie walls of the chat^ku of Gbmorlt were loop^ 
iioled, and the grounds and orchards being divided 
atid surrounded by high hedges, contributed in a 
great riieagiuffe to gtrengthfeA this point. The defence 
e^ this' mo^t irtipdrt;:tit position, the key of the right 
of the Allied Army, was entrusted to the firfit divisioil 
of British g'ud'rds. TPlired companies of the Cold- 
stfeani' Itegiment, undei* Lifeutenant-CoionelM*'Don- 
nellj fornding part df the' brigade of Maj6i^-General 
Sir J. Byng, were placed undercover in thcf chiateati 
and garden, and successively reinforced by four com-* 
psini^s of the same regiment, and the four light com- 
panies of the division. These dilFerent detachhieiit^ 
Were led by Colonels Woodford and Hepburn, and 
Lieutenant-Colonels Home and Lord Saltouii. The 
four light companies, supported by the first battalion 
6f the second regiment of Nassau, and one battalioii 
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of light infantry ofithe.DucIiy of Brunswick, occupied 
the wood and orchards. 

^ Betyv.^en nine and ten o'clock on the morjiing of 
the eighteenth, the weather proving more favouratjle, 
Napoleon advianced towards the Farm of Rossoiuine, 
and p)ac^d himself near it^ on a hillock at the eidgeof 
the main road, leading from Charlcroi to J^russels, 
(N 1) remarkable for its .ppsition and commanding 
view (lOj. It was from that height he continued to 
direct the diflPerent movements of his army, until three 
o'cloclcin the afternoon, having always four ^qjuadrops 
of his guard near him. • 

At half-past eleven o'clock in the morning, the 

tiraileursofthe first French division (O) underthecom- 
A 

mand of Jerome Napoleon (11) commenced theattack 
on the Wood of Gomont, at the same time that the 
advanced posts became engaged in front of Papelotte. 
The first gun was fired from the plateau of Mont St. 
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Jean by the brigade, under Captain ClcJeve, of tlie 
King's German Artillery, between the left of the di-^ 
vision of the Guards, and the right of Count Alten*s 
division, when the cannonade became general. At 
mid-day the roar of the guns was tremendous ! Whilst 
on both sides two hundred mouths of fire, vomited 
destruction into the firm and undaunted columns, 
the division of Jerome Napoleon advanced on Go- 
mont. The intrepid voltigeurs quickly passed the 
ravine, and entered the wood, but the defence was ag 
obstinate as the attack was vigorous. Notwithstanding^ 
the enefny gained ground. After a sanguinary con- 
test of two hours, the advanced posts in the wood and 
adjoining field were obliged, by the impetuosity and 
superior number of the assailants, g;radually to fall 
back, a part on the chateau, the remainder behind 
the hedge of the prchard, and, ultimately, by the hol- 
low road which runs along it. As every inch of 
ground was bravely disputed, the French perceived, 
when too late^ that a well directed fire through the 
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loDp-holes of the garden wall, masked by a hedge^ 
bad greatly increased their loss ; still they returned 
%o the attack with redoMbled fury, with the hope of 
parrying the chateau of Gomont — but in y^n! 

Although they succeeded in forcing the gate of the 
farm yard, they were instantly repulsed by the 
bayonet; and this important point, defended with 
heroic bravery, was. h^Id during the day, notwith- 
standing the chateau was in iiames, and nearly sur-* 
rounded by the enemy (12;. A part of the divisions of 
General Bachelu and Foy, in supporting the right of 
the division of Jerome Napoleon, upoo the plain, suf- 
fered considerably by the continual discharges of • 
^ape shot from the advanced batteries of the centre, 
which repeatedly dispersed them. During this pe- 
riod, the second brigade (F) of the second division qX> 
the kingdom of the Netherlands, was vigorously and 
repeatedly attacked by the fourth division under 
Lieutenant- General Durutte, and bravely inaintai^« 
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cd the point of juhctlon by Prichermout and Soio- 
hain* 

Napoleon seeing tba,t all efforts were ineftectual to 
tarry the chateau of Gomont, at the same time that 
his right wing was exposed to a most destructive fire 
from the opposite batteries, ordered a formidable at- 
tack against the left wing of the Allied Army, no 
doubt with the double intention of forcing back the 
Jleft on the centre, and of preventing all communication 
with the Prussians. 

General Count d'Erlon, having formed a at;rong 
column (T) of apart of the second and third divi- 
sions of the first cqrps, led it on in person, under cover 
Qf eighty pieces''of cannon ; favoured by a deep ravine, 
}\e approached rapidly at the head of this column, 
(m) apd crowned the h^ights^ 

Although exposed to a galling fire, the enemy 
Q 
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charged, without hesitation, the first brigade of the se- 
cond division of the Kingdom of the Netherlands^ 

« 

which, having deployed into line, in order to occupy 
more ground, could not resist this formidable mass^ 
and fell back with considerable loss. It immediate- 
ly rallied on the fifth battalion of Militia, in reserve^ 
and advanced. 

In the mean time, whilst the eighth British brigade 
(aa), commanded by Major-General Sir James 
Kempt, vigorously resisted this attack, the ninth Bri- 
tish brigade (z) under the command of Major-Gene- 
ral Sir Dennis Pack, charg-ed the right flank of the 
columa with the bayonet : this gallant charge of the 
Scotch, defeated the enemy, who had already pierc* 
ed the line. The brave and ever to be lamented Sir 
Thomas Picton, so beloved, so venerated by the Bri- 
tish Army, fell in the meridian of his glory in this 
sanguinary conflict — thus terminating a life eminent- 
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ly distinguished, and long devoted to the service o( 
hh country. 

The brigade of heavy cavalry (cc) consisting of the 
Royal Dragoons, Scotch Grey's, and Inniskilling'^ 
commanded by Major-General Sir William Pon- 
sonby, rushed upon these regiments, which had so 
daringly advanced, and put a considerable num- 
ber to the sword. The eagles of the* forty-fifth, and 
one hundred and fifth regiments were taken by the 
Scotch Grey's and Inniskilling's ; the column being 
repulsed by the infantry and heavy cavalry, was 
charged on each flank by the brigades of light ca- 
valry (dd), commanded by Major-General Sir J, 
Vandeleur, and that of Major-General Ghigny, form- 
ing a part of the division (o) of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands, under the command of Lieutenant- Ge- 
neral Baron Colaert: upwards of two thousand men 
were made prisoners. The brave General Ponsonby, 
at the head of his brigade, dispersed the enemy a se- 
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cond time in the low ground («), khd chaif*ging with 
unexampled intrepidity the batteries (o), on the 
right of the first French corps, sabered the gunners, 
and dismounted thirty pieces of cannon ; but the cui- 
rassiers, under Lieutenant-General Milhaud, having 
advanced to the m&in road, to support the attack of 
the infantry, under Count d'*Erlon, which had proved 
unsuccessful, the brigade of Major-General Tra- 
vere, on one side, and the fourth regiment of lancers, 
on the other, falling at once on those brave dragoons 
(p), who, unable to resist so impetuous, and so formi- 
dable an attack) were obliged to retire with consi- 
derable loss. 'The gallant General Ponsonby, having 
been dismounted, was killed by the lancers. 

Whilst this incomparable charge of the fallen 
hero, and the reverses sustained by the infantry, had 
thrown the right wing of the French army into con- 
fusion, a desperate attack was directed against La 
Uaie-Sainte. In this attempt, a long time unsnc- 
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t^ssful, a brigade of the second French division was 
almost entirely destroyed, but immediately teinforced 
by a part of the first division, supported by the 
coitassiers of Lieutenant-General Kellerman. Upon 
this occasion, the household brigade (k),' under 
Lord Edward Somerset, made several brilliant and 
gallant charges in support of this important post, 
defended with obstinacy, and protected by the Artil- 
lery of the centre and left. 

The second battalion of the light infantry of the 
King's German Legion, after having expended its 
£unmunition, defended this farm with the bayonet, 
but was at length obliged to retire, when La Haie- 
Sainte fell into the hands of the enemy. This advan- 
tage secured to him the means of concentrating, by 
degrees, his heavy masses of cavalry in a hollow, in 
rear of that farm (U) almost secure from the fire of 
ithe Artillery. 
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From this moment commenced the repeated charges 
of the cuirassiers, lancers, &c. on the centre; and a 
contest, unexampled in the annals of war, continued^ 
without intermission, for three hours, every descrip- 
tion of force being amalgamated on the spot. 

At three o'clock in the afternoon, Napoleon moved 
forward the Old Guard to -a position in rear of La 
Belle Alliance (S) and advanced himself to a hillock 
(No. 2.) similar in appearance to his first position, on 
the side of the main road in advance of the guard. 
After the disasters sustained by his right wing, he 
rode tbroug-h the ranks, rallied and re-formed his bro- 
ken troops, and re-animated them by his presence. 

He then ordered the Artiflery of General Nourri^ 
attached to the sixth cbrps, to replace the guns dis- 
mounted on the right of the line, when the fire from 
that poin t re-commenced. 
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At this moment, troops were perceived to debouck 
from the wood, called Bois de Paris, in rear of Fri- 
chermont, which Napoleon, on his return to the hH- 
lock (N 2) conceived to be the advanced guard of 
Marshal Grouchy. This report was quickly spread 
^ throughout the army, and communicated by General 
Labedoyere to the left wing, ineffectually employed 
against the chateau of Gomont; but far different ! the 
corps of Marshal Grouchy, composed of thirty-sir 
thousand infantry and six thousand cavalry, was en- 
gaged at Wavre, with the third Prussian corps, un- 
der General Yon Thielman. The fatal mistake was 
soon discovered. The troops which were seen to de- 
bouch from, the wood proved to be two regiments of 
Prussian dragoons, escorting their intrepid Field 
Marshal; this indefatigable warrior, impatient to 
await the arrival of his troops, had advanced to re- 
connoitre the ground. 

It has never been explained, why Napoleon ne-^ 
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fleeted to gujard the debouches of the wood ; however^ 
jn making his dispositions of attack^ this important 
point was evidently overlooked* 

The Count Lobau, with the sixth corps, supported 
by the Young Guard, was ordered to defend Vlan^ 
cenois to the last extremity, part of the artillery of 
this corps haviqg been sent to the right of the French 
line, to occupy the position of the guns dismount* 
ed by the brigade of General Ponsonby, was r^- 
f laced hy that of the guard. The cavalry of Ge- 
neral d'Aumont was stationed upon a plain, in 
firont of the village. At three o'clock the eight 
regiments of the old foot guards were formed in 
squares (S) on both sides of the Charleroi road* 
Four regiments of the Horse Guards^ and all the heavy 
cavalry, advanced towards the plateau of Mont St* 
Jean. 

The intention of Napoleon to break, if possil^le^, 
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"^te centric of tbe Allied Army, before the iamval of 
the Prussians, did not escape the vigilant and pene« 
trating eye of the British Chief, who, finding his right 
^n'no way threatiened, ordered, about tbree o'clock, 
Hhe second division, under the command of Lieuten- 
ant-General Sir Henry Clinton^ with the artillery 
and fourth brigade of the fourth division, to ad- 
vance to the support of the guards from the plateau 
above Merbe-Braihe (C) towards the right of the cen- 
tre («) resting upon Gomoht, the brigade of Ma- 
jor-General Adam to the left, and the brigades of 
Colonels Halkett and Duplat, more t<i^ the right. 
A brigade of guns, attached to the division of light ca* 
•valry, under Li<5utenant-G^neihal J^irS, stationed at 
Mon-Plaisir, having advanced (j) to raze the wall of 
the garden of Gomont, was dislodged tjy the fourth 
British brigade, under Colonel Mitchell, supported 
iiy the cavalry of Brunswick, The third division of. 
^e kingdom of the Netherlands, commanded by liieir- 
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tonant General Chasse, marched frpm Braine*la- 
Leud upon the centre. 

The first brigade, commanded by Colonel Detmers, 
which had occupied tfie village, moved towards the 
plateau, lately occupied by the second division (C> 
at the same time that four battalions advanced in 
jfj^ square, being threatened by the enemy's cavalry. A 
short time afterwards, the two battalions^ which had 
received orders to remain in their first position, re- 
joined the division. The second brigade, under Ma- 
jor-General Daubrem^, which, with the artillery at- 
tached, had occupied the plateau above Braine-la- 
Lend, at the farm of Vieux-Foriez (E) advanced by 
Merbe-Braine, and the whole division took up, at six 
o'clock, a second position, in reserve along the road 
(W) leading from Nivelles. 

About this time, the engagement became general^ 
La Haie-Sainte, having fallen into the hands of th« 
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enemy, the heavy cavalry, cuirassiers, carabiniers, 
dragoons, and cavalry of the guard, rushed simul- 
taneously forward, and gained the plateau of the cen-* 
tre, with the evident and brave determination to afford 
each other support.- 

From this moment, the most desperate and succes- 
sive charges were made upon the squares of the Al- 
lies, formed in echelon^ some in advance, others a 
little to the rear, upon a declivity, gradually descend- 
ing from the crest of this position ; where, notwith- 
standing they were repeatedly attacked on every side, 
»ndharrassed without intermission, they remained im- 
moveable, presenting with unshaken firmness, an im- 
penetrable bulwark to the violent shocks of the 
daring and intrepid cuirassiers ; whose broken squa- 
drons, although frequently charged by the Allied ca- 
valry, reformed with unexampl«d quickness, and rer 
tmr^ned to the assault* 
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7he engagement at this time, assumed a most sen* 
ous aspect. The enemy*s cavahry, rusbipg on witl| 
increasing impetuosity, amounting almost to frenzy, 
obliged the gunners and men {Attached to. the s^rtil- 
lery of the centre, to retire for temporary protectio^i 
into the squares, whikt they, furiously passed through 
the intermediate spaces. Four times were the gyns 
taken and retaken, when our vigilant ^tillerymeji 
q^uickly re-assumed their posts, and, ii^Uh a^ell. direct- 
ed fire^ ussisted in the overthrow of th^e^e. retreating 
squadrons. 

In many instances, individuals left their ranks^ aad 
rode round the squares, with the intention of drawing 
the fire on themselves, to enable the cavalry to charge 
with a greater probability ofsuccess : to enumerate the 
many proofs of cool indifference to life (13), among the 
dauntless cuirassiers^ is impossible ; however, the fol- 
lowing circumstance which occurred, will give the 
reader an idea of their unexampled intrepidity. 
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After the tbirtieth and seventy-^tbird regiments had; 
Bustained sevepal charges of the cuirassiers, the offi« 
eer in command, finding every attempt to break thenv 
had proved unsuccessful, resorted to finesse, aad^ rid« 
ing up to the front of the square, made anoffisr of hia 
9 word to Major-General, Sir Gotin Halkett One of 
the stafi* immediately near him^ observed^ th^t he 
wished to surrender, but far diiferent was the Oj^tnioik 
of the €reneral, who had before experienced this rme 
de guerre* General Halkett rebuited. with silent in- 
difference this unworthy stratagem^ which sa con-- 
founded and enraged his wily antagonist, that ha 
once more called on to the charge his disappointed 
band ; but no efforts c^ould shake the steady confi*^ 
dence in their General, which inspired our, men to 
repel this attack* 

During these moments of extreme anxiety and in- 
certitude, the Duke of Wellington, the Prince of 
Orange, the Earl of Uxbridge, Lord IJiJl, and many 
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other distinguished officers, shewing themBeTves 
whererer the attack was most violent, animated the 
soldiers by their example, established confidence, and 
assisted to re-form the squares, considerably weaken^^ 
ed by the destructive fire to which they were exposed ; 
and frequently, by leading different regiments to the 
charge, contributed, in every degree, to the success of 
of the day. 

The household brigade under Lord Edward So- 
merset, covered itself with glory ; in one of the many 
brilliant charges it made, the cuirassiers were com- 
pletely overthrown, and many driven head-long over 
an height (B), into a sand-pit on the main road, lead- 
ing from Charleroi. 

The carabiniers of the kingdom of the Netherlands^ 
under the command of Baron Trip, forced the cuiras- 
siers in several charges, to retire into the hollow, ia 
rear of La Haie-Sainte (U). The light cavalry oC 
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the centre beiag" frequently opposed to some of ths 
chosen brigades of heavy dragoons, gave such proo& 
of heroism, and ability, as are seldom to be met with,. 
In. returning from a charge at the head of his brigade 
(r) of the kingdom of the Netherlands, the brave Ge- 
neral Van Merle was killed. (14) 

The squares of the British Guards, under Generals 
Maitland and Byng, presented an impenetrable ram- 
part of bayonets; their destructive file firing, dismay- 
ed, and caused the utmost disorder in the superb 
ranks of the horse grenadiers and the carabiniers, by 
whom they were principally charged. General Cooke 
commanding this gallant division, lost his arm. 

The courage and firmnfess of the other troops of the 
centre, was not less conspicuous, nor less to be ad- 
mired, than that of the guards. The third division, 
commanded by Lieutenant-General Count Alton, 
(who was afterwards severely wounded), being much 



Digitized by 



Google 



( Sf ) 

'iftjfop^ frdfri the? vMuPe of tl^ pdsifioii it cx^il^ied^ 
was- repeatedly <;havged; The sq^iare formed by thtt^ 
thirtieth, and seventy-^third British^regi^^dts, 8ome« 
whatin* «<iVafaee) immediately under the xommatid, 
Mtd'fopmatig'a' part of the brigade of Major-General* 
Sir Colin Halicett, was charged eleven tim^ by^ tfad^ 
lancers <5f the guard and cuirassiers. (15) 

It ifinot' difficult to judge> from the foriegoiiig cir- 
cumstances, the degreeof rage and ungovernable fury 
which animated their attacks, and led, after a close 
tombat of three, hours, to no one result, but a hor- 
nble/andbk>ody carnage-! 

The omnipotent and just hand of providence 
fiNTsooki not for a moment, her favorite Chief; ever 
f reseat .where the danger was most imminent,. or 
where the battle raged wttb the greatest fury, he was 
preserved, notwithstanding: the principal part of his 
staff was either killed^ or wounded— ^preserved^ 
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Mt G^ to ibfe wtfitieft of his fmieful eoimtry, l^iit 
of Europe, ia .wboBe: cause he has always been tri« 
ttmphant t 

In tha meai^tlme, a pert of the fiM^rth Br^;u»guu;i 
ftorps^ i^ndeF the coaM^ii^uul of Lieuteoa^ijUGfi^ietf^ 
Count Bulow; approached by i:Lasne), after haviiig 
surmounted the greatest difficulties in passing the de« 
tf es of St. JL^Qibect. 

Between four and five o'clock in tjie afternooq, the 
£fteenth brigade, under General Yon Losthin^ and 
t)iesecQ|id regiment of Silesianhussj^e, wi^h ^ batf 
(ery of twelve-pounders, we^r^ advancing by 'the wppd 
of Paris. The sixteenth br^ade^ under Colonel Yon 
Hiller, followed immediately after with the avtjUer^ of 
reserve, and all the cavalry, under the orders of His 
{loyal Highnessj Prinee WilUam of Prussia. Mar- 
^al Bkicher, witbout awaithig liis-reikiforeements, 
,^bitenained toaitaek t)^ tnemy^ and ^eretbi^ order- 
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edtliese' two brigades to debouch from Ibe wood^ tl^K 
fifteentbby the left, the sixteenth to theriglrt. 

The eighteenth regiment of the line, and the third? 
regiment of the Militia of Silesia, "weltt detached* at 
Fricher-mont to keep open a communication with the 
left of the Allied Army* 

The French turned some guns (N) against the 
Prussians, but no affair of moment took place there. 
iVIiirshal Blucher having reconnoitered the position 
of the enemy, resolved, that his first and principal 
attack should be made against the reserve, in conse- 
quence, lie ordered Gisneral Bulow to advance on thie. 
plateau (K) in front of Plancenpis, with the greater 
part of the cavalry. 

. The fourth corps tten farmed between the. wood of 

Ranson, and. the (chateau of Fricbermoot (L), being 

.joined, aliQOSit Wi»ediately, by th^ thirteenth brigade^ 
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^d^r Lieutenant-General Von Hacke, and the tonf^ 
teenth brigade, underMajcrt^-GenerarVonRyssel, from 
which they had been for a short time detached^ received 
orders to move to the attack of the village of Plancenoia 
(M) which General Count Lobau with the sixth corps, 
supported by the Young Guard, defended with great 
obstinacy, notwithstanding his corps was few in num- 
ber. That village was taken and retaken twice, and, 
although the eflTorts of the fourth Prussian corps were 
unremitted, they frequently proved tneffectual. Count 
d'Erlon having rallied a brigade> of his first corps, 
supported the left of the sixth, and advanced with 
tte intention to separate the^wo armies, and, if pos- 
sible, prevent all communication wit1i the Duke of 
Wellingtom 

Napoleon had already sent four regiments of thd 
Young Guard, under General Duhesme to support 
the right of the sixth corps, which the sixteenth Prus* 
%f an brigade^ had frequently attempted to torn^ whetl 
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ttey mttiHfiei la ^bt^ing the village ft B^ond llitte^ 
«tf d r^td^k the cbi»p^b-yara, wbicb #ad d6eupi^d l^ 
tBe fiftfecntfi rlJgitafehl oftfe llriej aiid the fifrst regl^ettt 
l>f ih^ intlki^ df Sil^ria. TWo b^ttalioAs df the OM 
Oiittrd irere Agaih sent from fhfeir podllKm i^ rear of 
*f I^a JBfeli^ AHfance (S> tb feupport the YdUhg 
Guard, af tbe s&nne time thM the fomous battery ^t 
twelve- ^ottiidehs df the former, received drder^ to a** 
vaiite arid fit*e dver the village, td hold the Pnissi^iid 
in check; by vrhicfa movement, a pat* tia! aucees^ wa# 
cbtaiiied, aiid evei7 poesiMe exertion was netes^^ 
sary to be used, td enable tbem to maiiltafik th%ilr 
pdiflidn; 

V 

The second and eighth regiments of Prm^kui hin# 
Bars, vigorously repulsed the attacks of some light 
cavalry of the first and sixth corps. Ilie fiMbri'» 
gade, and two battalions of the second t6Yp8 faatiAjg; 
arrived, under the command of Lieutenant-G^iiei^l 
Pir«h, moved to tbe right df the vilbg^ i(M)« 
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"TKs frinforcement enabled tte Pru8sian& to reiie# 
th^ attack, with their usual ardour and intr^idity. 

Kapoleon still persisted in ordering his troops to 
mdvance, notwithstanding he knew his reserve had 
not only been attacked, but was placed in a most 
dangerous and untenable position ; his retreat in case 
of failure, almost certain of being cut off; and the 
arrival of Marshal Grouchy extremely, doubtful.—* 
Although Marshal Key and many of his most ex* 
perienced generals considered the fortune of the day 
more than compromised, every attack having proved 
unsuccessful, he continued obstinately blind, im* 
pressed with the feeling that victory was yet within 
his grasp, and that success would ultimately crown 
his efforts. About seven o^cIock in the afternoon<^ 
he ordered four regiments of his guards to advance 
towards Mont St. Jean, and moved himself with tho 
tntire staff of his army (N 3) to the hollow road 
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wbtclr intersects the rising ground, or plateau, ih 
front of La Haie-Sainte. 

Four batteries of the* artillery of the guard were 
ill position on his right and left, but not finding the 
fire to have suQjcient effect, he dismounted, and as- 
cending the^height, pointed several guns himself ( 16). A 
battery, which had been previously posted in advance 
of the gardens of La Haie-Sainte, caused great des« 
truction in tjie third British division, in position, but 
a bhort distance from it (17>. 

Seeing the greater part of his cavalry fatally en^^ 
gaged upon the plateau, occupied by the British 
guarcls and Count Alten's division, he ordered Mar-* 
shal Ney, at the head of the third and fourth re- 
giments of chasseurs, and the third and fourth r^« 
giffients of grenadiers of the old guard, to make a 
fourth attack upon the centre. This column of ye^ 
terans advanced to the support of the cuirassier^ 
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ed from the charge, re-formed in the hollpw in reap 
of La Haie-Sainte (U). 

The Duke of Wellington being informed of the 
progress of Count Bulow, and of the advance of 
the first Prussian corps, under Lieutenant-General 
Von Ziethen, made every necessary disposition to 
repel this formidable attack, and avail himself of 
the first favourable moment to act offensively along 
his whole line. The different brigades continued to 
occupy the same positions, excepting some battalions 
of the Duchy of Brunswick, which moved upon La 
Haie-Sainte. These brave troops, during the .con- 
test, amply avenged the des^th of their gallant and 
illustrious Duke. 

About half past seven o'clock in the .evening, the 
middle guard advanced in column left in. front, with 
supported arms and dri^ms beating, evincing the 
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IBAst imparalleled coolness, and deplayi«^ u$ it b^ 
proached (v^v.v»v.)tbs British position, opened to the 
Yiew, two guns between eaeh intervid, and apon the^ 
flanks of the battalions, which were severally loaded 
wiltfagra|>e; <^€fl and ondtsaiay^, i\e Allied troops^ 
twi^ied the assauU of this formidaUe band, when a 
dr^adfol «sd destruetiTe fireof grap* and musketrj^ 
commMoed &e woi^ of death on both sides. The 
^iace iifOcaoge, yielding to the natural iaipetaosity 
of youth, placed himself at the liead of the first regi<- 
illeiit4)f Nassau-Using^, and, whilst bcarely lead-^ 
tag it on t» the dhsrge, unfortunately reeeiv^d a 
wound by a jnusket ball, which, passing through the* 
•left shoulder) obliged bim to quit the field. It is un- 
gneeeisary to nuike any comment on the conduct o{^ 
his Royal Highness during that memorable day. 
The Nation, over which he is destined to reign, and. 
the troops who witnessed his gallantry, wi& bearr 
ample testiuKmy to posterity of his worth. 
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The tlurd division of the kingdom of the Nether- 
lands, underj the ^command of Lieutenant-General 
Chasse,Avhich hMj taken up a second position, in re- 
seTjV^, a^ six o'dockjfupon the Charl^jroi road, advan- 
ced most opportunely- with a light brigade of guns 
(w)^ under Major Yan der Smi^jsen^^ to the support of 
tl^ third Britj^h.diyjgion, then warmly engaged with 
the Imperial Guards, to whose defeat it materially 
contributed. The attack of the moj/enne guardcy hav- 
ing equally failed at all points, the battery before 
inentionea'C^e?), aad that of C^kptain.Jiapier (x), iiiado 
dreadftd Jhavoc'in their columns ; .Marshal . Ney had 
his house shot -und* .him, General Sliehel wa^liiJU- 
ied, and Ge«feral:JFt*iant wpwn^ed;. ;Aa|x)ni^hedby.a re- 
«i«itkD^ s<f ij»ftexpec.ted, janilSseeing their ranks ma-« 
t^iaiUy thinned by the 4i'eadfal fire to which, they 
ivere exposed, they wavered^ but retired not — when 
Ihe intrepid Wellington, observing their hesitation, 
ordered the line to advance, and,, rushing on with the 
bayonfet, swept the field before. him. 
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The brigac5es of cavalry, under Major-Generals 
Vandeleur and Vivran, having moved from the left 
of the Army to the e^reuie right, charged thie enemy 
in flank, whilst the Allied cavalry advanced to tlie 
front, through the intervals of the squares. Although 
the French guards were repulsed, they retired a short 
distance in oider^ but being closely ptirsued by thd 
infantry and cavalry, were ultimately thrown into tba 
greatest confusion. 

' At the same time that the orchards and wood -of 
4^\viGrOmont were retaken, and the attack upon tine cha^ 
teau of Gofuont abandoned, La Haie^Sainte was re<^ 
occupied by the Allied troops. The AtBt P^nm^n 
^orps, commanded by Lieilte«aiAt«Geiieval Von Zie« 
then (H) having arrived by O^Haio, lbniiefd|t juie* 
tion, about eight o'clock at mght, with the extrena 
left of the army, and in coficcfrt with the trdops of 
Nalsau-Usingen, drove the enemy from SmohsiiiMd 
Papelotte, and advanced with the utmost rapidity ii{h 
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on La Bftlle Alliance^ while the Prussian cavalry, 
upder General Von Roeder, who had succeeded in 
turning the ri^ht flank of the enemy, closely pursu- 
ed, and harrassed him in his retreat. 

The roar of cannon i« the rear at Plancenpj?, the 
cavalry panic-struck, or destroyed, the middle guard 
diefeated, and the survivors 0ying in disorder, alto^ 
gether contributed to spread terror and confusion 
thfoughout the French army. Although the victory 
was decided in the centre, the sixth corps, Btipported 
by the Young, and two battalion^ of the Old Guard, 
atill continued to defend Plapcenois, with the solitary 
Jbope of securing the retreaf. 

The first corps of the Prussian army, having formed 
a junction with the right of the corps, already engag- 
ed. Prince Blucher caused a third and decisive attack 
to be made on the French position, in order to cut 
off that part of the army which defended it. The six- 
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teenth brigade, having succeeded in' turning the vil- 
Jage, the other brigades rushed on with such impetuo- 
sity, that further resistance was impossible. ; 

The whole of the Prussian army having driven 
back the reserve of the enemy, forced it to retire to- 
wards the Charleroi road, where it came In contact 
with its left wing, already in the greatest disorder, 
and in full retreat, and crowned its success by a 
prompt and vigorous pursuit. During this period, 
Napoleon retired on La Belle Alliance, and ordered 
four regiments of the Old Guard, which had not been 
previously engaged, to cove^ his retreat; but the at- 
tempt -^vas vain, against troops fluslicd with victory, 
who had already resisted the powerful efforts of near- 
ly the entire of his forces. Notwithstanding, their 
defence was desperate, and their retreat well conduct- 
ed, overpowered by numbers, and obliged to retire, 
they were almost entirely destroyed. 
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' Those who escaped, having formed themselves into 
•two squares (i'), near Rossomriuej Napoleon threw 
himself for protection into the second, when the first 
being much pressed by the fugitives, was charged by 
a regiment' of British cavalry, and nearly annihilated. 
One general cry was heard, " sawvons VAigle /^ when 
the soldiers having formed a group roiind the stan- 
flard-bearer, succeeded in carrying it off, favoured by 
the decline of the day. The division of General 
Pire, and all the light cavalry had been posted in the 
rear, to assist in covering the retreat of the army, 
and rally, if possible, the flying troops; but, unable to 
fitem the torrent, it soon participated in that flight 
which it was intended to suppress. All the material 
was abandoned — his army had ceased to exist. No* 
thing remained but a confused unorganized mass, 
which rushed with terrified impetuosity on the Maison 
du Roi, with the hope of gaining Genappe. Two 
V hundred pieces of cannon, an immense number of pri- 
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•ooers, amm^ whom were many Greneral Offieersi 
ftU into the hands of the yictorious Army. 

Marshal Blucher ordered all his cavalry under 
General Gneysenau to advance, who pursued the 
enemy from one bivouac to another ; the darkness of 
the night, and encumbrances of the road, alone pre* 
vented their total destruction. Many more prison* 
ers,^ sixty pieces of cannon, and the carriage and equi* 
pages of Napoleon, taken upon the road to, and at 
Genappe^ added to the trophies of that memorable 
day ! 

Napoleon, amidst the confusion and disorder which 
existed, followed by a part of his staff, succeeded in 
making his escape, and repassed the Sambre at Char* 
leroi, on the nineteenth of June, at four o'clock in 
the morning. (18) 

Whilst the Prussian troops were occupied in pur- 
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Mil of the Frencli, the Anglo-allied army remained 
upon the field of battle, and fulfilled the ^ainftil, yet 
gratifying task, of administering to the ease and com« 
fort of the wounded of both armies. 

To give an account or even a partial idea of the loss 
of the French army, is totally impossible ; the wreck 
which every where presented itself to the eye on the 
morning of the nineteenth, formed a mass of destruc- 
tion so horrible, and e:|^^ed, that human natura 
«ven now shudders to contemplate. 

The loss of the. Anglo-allied army has been esti« 
mated at from fifteen to twenty thousand men, and 
Ihat of the Prussians at three thousand. ( 19) 

Thus terminated the battle of Waterloo, ever 
inemoraU^vIni^' annals of the world. * 

Peace to the manes of the brave ! and glory to the 
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Surviving heroes ^yho maintained the sacred cai^e of 
freedom and of Europe ! ' 

Whilst the events of that momentous day, are fresh 
in our recollection, and our minds are carried back 
to a remembrance of -the painful anxiety, with which 
ev^ry feeling hfeart was possessed for the fate of thosd 
brdve men, wTibse lives were at issue to insure the 
re|iose and safety' of another land, where a virtuous 
and wise Monarch reign^BfcLprotector of a free and 
independent constitution, thfl oest bulwark of a Na- 
lion's rights; let us not forget the meed of praise which 
is justly due to'the inhabitants of Brussels, and of 
every city and village throughout the kingdom of 
the Netherlands, to which the wounded strangers 
were conveyed, but more particularly to the kind and 
sympathizing Fair, whose unremitt6d*^ttentipns, and 
modest benevolence, can never be MMlMMjII^ froih the 
breasts of those who experienced their hospitality— 
whose sufferings were solaced by their hand, 
v I N I s. 
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(*) The most illostrloas and most NoMe Lord Aittonr, Duibe, Mmu 
quis, aDd Karl of Wellington, of ^ WelliogtM, MAnjais of Donro, te 
Somerset, Viscoont Wellington of Talavera and Weljington, and 
Baron Douro of Wellesley in the said County of Som^set ; a Meav* 
berof Hid Afajesty^s Most Hotioarable Privy Goimcit> in Gi«at Bri- 
tain and Ireland; Field Marshal of His Armies, Colonel of the Royal 
Regiment of Horse Guards (Blue); Knight of the Most VM\e Order 
of the Garter, Knight Grand Cross of the Most HonouraMe Militai^ 
Order of the Bath, and Commander in Chief of the Cautionary Artnj 
in France ; Prince of Waterloo, and a Field Marshal in th« Nether- 
lands; Duke of Cittdad-Rodrigo, Grandee of Spain, of the First Cfut, 
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and Captain- General of tb'e Kingdom of Spain; Dul:e of Yitoria,. 
Ularquifi of Torres- Vedrai, Couot of Yimeira, and Marshal- General in 
Portngal. Knight of the Most Illustrious Order of the Golden Fleece, 
Knight of the Spanish Military Orderof Saint Ferdinand ; Knight Grand 
Cross of the Imperial Military Order of Maria Theresa ; Knight Grand 
Cross of the Imperial Order of Saint George of Russia ; Knight Grand 
Cross of the Order of the Holy Ghost of France ; Knight Grdnd Crosi 
of the Order of the Black Eagle of Russia $ Knight Grand Cross of tho 
Portuguese Royal and Military Order of the Tower and Sword ; 
Knight Grand Cross of the Royal and Military Order of the Sword 
of Sweden ; Knight Grand Cross of the Order of the Elephant of Den^ 
nark ; Knight Grand Cross of the Saxon Order of the Crown of Rue ; 
Knight Grand Cr6ss of the Royal and Military Order of William qf 
the Netherlands ; Knight Grand Cross pf the Andnciade of Sardinia.; 
of Maximilian Joseph of Bayaria, and of the Order of Fidelity of t\\p 
Grand Duchy of Bad^n, ^c. &c. DoctQr of Civil La^s, &c, &c. 

Ilis Grace is Brother to (he Most Noble the Marquis pf Wellesley^ 
was born in Ireland, May the Ist, 1769, and elevated to the Peerage 
for his important victories obtained over (he French armies in tt\^ 
Peniuiiula ; for which his Grace, the Oncers, and Men iinder bis con^* 
H^and, receiye^ tb^ thai^ks of th^ Corte? qf Spaiq^ who ^poferre^ 
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vpoQ bim the honors before mentioned, and which have been since ^ 
cpnfirmed by Ferdinand the Seventh, King of Spain. His Grace has 
also received the repeated thanks of both Houses of Parliament of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland ; but particularly 
o;i the 23d June, 1813, for bis most glorious and decisive victories 
obtained over the French armies in the Netherlands, commanded by 
Marshal Ney at Quatre-Bras, on the 16th of June, and by Napoleon 
Bonaparte ^t Waterloo, op the memorable 13th of Jiioe following, 
j^nno Pomiqi 1815^ 

(1) Some peasants who remained daring the action in the village, 
•tated to me that it was taken, and retaken, four different times ; both 
parties fighting with such inveteracy, that those whose arms were des- 
troyed, closed with their antagonists, resorting to every possible eji^er- 
fion of which personal prowess is capable, to prove the conflict 
fatal, 

Quarter was scarcely given op either side, In the sou^berq tower 
of the castle of Lign^ is a vaulted apartment to which there ip no 
visible entrance, but by an apeiture from above ; into this place the 
jP^ench threw several wounded Prussians, and fired upon them through 
this opening. Inhuman ^$ this act must appear, the feeling ni|pd 
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^'11 review each scette of bloodshed Vlth additional horror, when It 
if known that the French were by no meant srngnlar in evrnciog thei? 
hatred, and that sttch merciless revenge was prompted by a spirit of 
retaliation ; yet notwithstanding their deadly animosity to each other, 
there have been instances worthy of record, when the nobler passiont 
predominated ; one of which I am happy to relate. '^ 

Immediately previous to the capture of Ligny, a Prussian officer 
ttationed at the farm of Dupoot in that village, being attacked by a 
party of French Tirailleurs, defended it with such bravery that he 
alone survived when the enemy succeeded in forcing the gate of the 
jfarm Yard. Aware of the fate which he considered would inevita- 
bly await him,should he fall into the hands of the French soldiers, and 
availing himself of the only place of refuge, which presented itself 
at the moment, he quickly descended into a well, but not unobserved 
by his watchful opponent in command, who addressed him to the 
following effect : — ** Come up brave soldier, you have done your 
*' duty, and if any individual here is dastardly enqugh to attempt your 
'* life, he shall only succedd when 1 have ceased to exist." 

Previous to the commencement of the action, Napoleon left tb« 
Hill of Fleorus^ at which place he made every nece^ary arrange* 
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nen^ for (lie approaching contest, and advanced to a Roman Tomb 
upon the plaip, accompanied by bis Sfaff, and a Land SorTcyor 
named Simon, whom he bad fixed on for a gaide^ 

From this point the first gnn was fired as a signal for the general 
Attack. 

During the Engagement, the position of Head Quarters was ranch 
exposed to the fire from the Prussian Artillery on the heights ; Simon, 
unused to such perilous surveys, was induced to dismount, with 
the hope of greater safety, which Napoleon perceiving, thus ob« 
•erved, *' I think. Sir, you seem alarmed — dissipate your fears — no* 
thing can hurt you as long as you remain close to me." 

(3) " En Potence,*^ is a term in Tactics, and used when either 
wing of an Army is thrown back, receding from the line direct^ 
and forming an angle upon the right or left centre. 

<S) It was to the front and right of this Mill, in the fork of tba 
«art road branching off to the Castle and Village of Ligny, that 
' Marsbal Blncber, having had his horse shot under him in heading a 
-charge of Cavalry, remained, without' being recognised, in the power 
^ihe-enemy, bat was retaken immediately afterward^ 
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' ills Ilighoess snfiered considerably by the bruises be received frdnr 
the cootendidg parties, who frequeotly rode over liim during fbe 
contest. 

(4) Piateao, the tabl« or siimniit o( a bijl or rising grdulid.— « 

Marshal Blucber was agajn attacked U this bivouac by the Fourth 
Corps,, under General Girard^ when he lost twenty- four p/eces of 
cannon, and had a considerable number of men made prisoners. This 
unexpected movement, pn the part of the French Army, decided. the 
Marshal to commence his retreat upon Wavre sooner than he* had a£ 
first contemplated. 

(5) Fabius Maximus, one of the greatest Captains of ancient 
Rome, was five times devated to the dignity of Consul, and obtained 
from his extraordinary merits, extreme prudence, and superior judg- 
ment, the title of the Shield of Rome. Hannibal, \dio was deservedly^ 
considered one 'of the first Generals «f the day, notwithstaikling tho 
splendid Victory he obtained^ at Cannes, over the Roman Army ua- 
der Varroo, declined advancing upon Rome, defended by the remaiat 
of that very Army which be bad almost annihilated ; in^coosequeocft 
of its ha?ing been placed under Fabius, to whose skill <ind abilities 
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lie was by bo means a fftranger. His procrastioatiag mode of war^ 
^fare fatigued ao() diipiri^ed tbe arpiy of Haooibal, as Fabius alwa^ 
Avoided to g|ye battle or sacrij&ce ihe lives of bit jioldlecs, im« 
less certain of victory^ ^^ 

The -pre-emifieot qualifies of tlie modera Fabius are by no memoui 
^confined in similariij to those of ihe ancient. 

'Tbe yonng. ScipiOyXODtemporary o,f Fabins, was na-med Pro-Con- 
:ful at4he early age of twenty-four years, .at wbicb time be nasumedy 
^pon the death of his uncles, the command pf the army in Spaid, and 
l>y his virtues,4;onsnm(Bate $kiH,aad tbe superio/ity of his manisuvres, 
ce-cenquered that conpiry, and obtained for t^imseif and bis army the 
.4ove and affection of the peop^. He was afterwards elevated to the 
•dignity of Consul, ae a reward for bis wisdom and tr^JKr^ndent ta« 
dentef.and uUimatdy^ after displaying the most profound and Ine^- 
Jiaustible resources in the art ^f war, he dented HannibaJ on tlje 
ilddof Zama, obliging that General and the Senate of Carthage to 
.fiue for -peace upon any 4erms which the Rojnans might thinj^ it 
^udent to grant them, 

ffi) TheDnkeof Wellington liaVing shewn a part of his army '«• 
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order o^ battle on the mornfog of the seTienteeotb, oritreS, 

%%tf(it felAVifW 6*d6ck, the troops to retire by the roadii of denoppe and 

Ntv^'es,' aod'tbe third British division, uDdereLieateoant General 

Count Alten, to cover this movement. In consequence this division 

fell back on Quatre-Bras from the position it had occupied during the 

*ntght, in' adVatoce of the Field'of Battle, upon the Cliarle^oi road, 

and rr-advanced in the tlfrection of Namnf, as f^t' a« the Cabaref, 

called Le Paiadis, in the village of Tbyle, in front of the right of the 

jprench posili'oh. This adinirable inairccuvre tompletely deceived 

Marshal Ney, who threvF bacK thfc rfght wing of his. army upon tba 

* vrood 6f I^Hh'utte, ih order io be prepared to' repel this dtt&c^k, at 

'the saine time tba< be expected hit left iiirg tb be engaged by a force 

which' be fancied lay coticealed in the %oba bf Bbsiu.^Od thectb. 

trary,'tbe third division hdving' occupied Ifte Viilage for ab boUl', dfc- 

'filed to thfe Veir of 'Le ^radis; in the direction -of Denappe, covered 

*by the bbtfier atrd adjoining wood ; nor did Maffih^ Nry discover, for 

' f ome time, the error into vrbicfa he bad fallen. 

Some partial skirmishirg took place between the advanced posts in 
front of the left of the Allied position, at an early hour in the morii« 
ing, and immediately previous to the contemplated retreat npoo 
Waterloo. 
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' (7) Dariag the retreat throagh Genappe, the coy e ring Squadron of 
the Seventh Hussars, un^T^flPlWcommcind of Major Hodge, of the 
tame regiment, particularly signalised itself. It was formed opposite 
the Hotel ^ftfflSptiMfeMben a regiment of French Lancers en* 
tered that Village. The Landlord, who was conversing with Major 
Hodge and another Officer, observed — ** Gentlemen, you had better 
retire ;" to which the gallant Major replied — ** We do not fear 
them,*' and instantly charging, drove them back. Notwithstanding, 
the repeated defeats which the enemy experienced, he returned to the 
attack with fresh troops, which still railed to make any attempt on 
these brave men — but some flanking squadrons having passed the 
Bridge at Wals, to his left, and the Ford* of the Dyle at Vieux-Gc- 
nappe, to the right, he was obliged to retire a short distance, hut not 
until his gallant party bad sabered a considerable number of the 
Lancers, among whom was the Colonel, who lost his arm. 

Having reformed his squadron opposite the pott-hotMeat the other 

* It has been asserted that there is a Bridge over the Dyle at 
yieux-Genappe — a temporary one exists, which is only used by the 
Inhabitants at harvest time. The width of the river is not more than 
six feet, and from one foot and an half to three feet in depth. 
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%\6e of the Tillap^e, he agaio awaited the Lancers, but openfoi^ fr 
the right and left as they approached, he fonnd himself attacked by 
a squadron of Cairassiers, whose powerful hoiaesjijd hea^ armour 
rendered him perfectly incompetent to 



)werful h^apsjind heauy < 
to4^PBthem. 



This brave and disiipguished Officer fell, covered with wounds,- ai 
also several of bis men, in thit heroic but unequal contest. 

It was at this moment that a squadron of tlie Life Guards,, led on by 
Major Kelly, made that splendid and heroic charge whicb obtained 
for him, upon the field, the particular and immediate thanks of the 
Earl of J^zbridge, and has given to that branch of the Army the re- 
putation it so deservedly merits. — Major Kelty personally engagedt 
the Officer commanding the Squadron, and slew htm,. 

General Dnhesme, who commanded the Youngs Guard, was inhu<' 
^anly sabered by an advanced party of the Prussians, on the night 
of the 18ih of June, when standing at the door of the Hotel Roi d*£S' 
pagne, in which numerous cuts are still: to be seen., 

Genera] Count Lobau, who commanded tbe Sixth French Corps, in> 
ffCKrve, was made prisoner on th& confines of the villagf^ 
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It wai here also that the great Wellington anJ the venerable yj^arv 
rtor Blucher accidentally met on the I8lh, at half past ten o'clock 
at night, after the glorioni termination efthe day, and not at La 
Belle Alliance, as has been erroneously stated. 



» 



(8) The high reputation which the lateFrenchTmperiafl GiTards,(8ty-« 
led *' Invincibtes*') held in Eurppe, during the Campaigns in Egypt, 
Germany, Russia, the Peninsula, and at Waterlob^ has induced me 
fo give the following Kote upoa tlie internal ceconnmy and orgaaiza* 
lion of that force, and the distinctions which existed between the 
re5pei:tive Cjrps of which it wa3 composed, «nder the fate I>ynasty. 



FRENCH IMPEllIAL GUARD. 

Not withstanding the four Regiments of each Arm, both the Chas- 
seurs, and the Grenadiers, were always styled the Old Guard, yet 
the title of Moyenne, or Middle Guard, was given to the Thipd 
AUd Fourth Regiments of each arni, because the Soldiers of the Fipst 
uad Second Regiments were required to have served ten years, and 
those of the Third and Fourth, »ix years, before they entered into 
Ibat service. The pay also differed in proport ion, IhiI did not affect 
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the Officer! and Non-CommisiioDed Officers of the Old and Middle 
Goard. The Imperial Guard, by a sacces&ioo of different circam 
stances, was latterly not only considerably reduced in numbers, but 
experienced a material change in the organization. 



THE OLD GUARD—INFANTRY. 

In 1812, the Old Guard, besides a numerous Staff, was composed 
of Thirty five Regiments of Infantry ; of which, Thirteen Regiments, 
cftlled Tirailleui's, and the same number Yoltigeurs, formed what 
irai denominated the Young Guard. There \vas also attached to the 
Guard, a Regiment of Pufilles or Orphans.* 

All the Regiments were composed of Eight Companies, formed In 
two Battalions of Eight Hundred Men each. The Guard had also 
two Regiments of Foot Artillery, the one attached to the Old, the 
other to the Young Guard, and a Corps of Mariners, composed of 
Bight Companies. 

* This Regiment, and the Second Regiment of Red Lancers, were 
Pntch ; the first was styled PupilIes, in consequence of its being 
ormed by youths taken from the Orphan Houses in Holland. 
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CAVALRY OP THE GUARD. 

The Cavalry consisted of a regiment of Horse Grenadiers, one of 
Dragoons, one of Light Dragoons* , two of Lancers, a squadron of 
Mamelukes, four squadrons of Gendarmes d*£lite, a regiment of 
Horse Artillery, and two regiments of the Train attached, with a 
Park of from forty to fifty Pieces of cannon—tweWe-pounden, inde* 
pendent of some pieces — eigbt-pounders, attached to the Corps. 

When Napoleon was forced to quit France for the Island of £lba^ 
about ^ght hundred men followed him, under the command of Ge« 
neral Cambrone ; the remainder who survived the Campaigns of 
ISlSand 1814, were dismissed, or placed in Regiments of the Line, 
by Louis XYIIl. who di d not retain in bis service more than two 
thousand six hundred men of each arm, which were named the Royal 
Corps of Chasseurs and Grenadiers of France. 



THE OLD GUARD RE-ORGANISED. 

On the return of Napoleon from the Island of Elba, he ordered the 

* This Regiment was the most ancient of the Guard ; it was farmed 
in Egypt under Napoleon. 
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Old Guard t# be re-or^nised, and formed upon theie two Corpf, 
which wer^then increased to four regiments of Chasseurs, and four 
jof Grenadiers a pied, as before mentioned. The eight compaoiei of 
.both regiments were to have been composed of two hundred men 
each, but there was not 8\iffi.cieqt time to complete the third and 
fciurth regiments } indeed, many men of the latter had no other 
Uniform at the Battle .of Waterljop, than a great coat and a fora^;* 
ing ta^. 

The eight bundred men who returned from the Island of Elba, 
formed the cadre, or four companies of Officers and" Non- tommis- 
«joned Officers of the Guard, who were placed at the bead of the 
first and second battalions of the first regiments of Grenadiers and 

Chasseurs. All these Soldiers were dec( rated wifb the Cross of 

i ■ ' ■ 

the LegioA of Jlonour*. 

There was but one eagle fojr cajch Arm— one for tbe four regimenls 
of Grenadiers, and one for the four regiments of Chasseurs. 

^^■■"■■1 i» Ml ' I I I » ' I • « 1 1^ > ui I ■' 1 • ■ I ■ iir 

* Every soldier who had obtained the Decoration of the Legiop of 
Honour, received a pension of two hundred and fifty francs a year, 
lind became a Member of the Electoral CoHege of the Pi&trict in 
frhicb he w;*s <juartered# 
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'K^he G«ai>ds, bat. particularly the Old Gaard, enjoyccl irtatiy a^i 
Vantages not only in respect to rank, but pay. The Staff was ex' 
tremely iiutn«rous. To be Colonel in Chief of a reg^imeot, it wa§ 
laecessary to bftve the rank of General of .Division ; and the Majof^ 
Commandant, that af General of Bngade^ An officer^ oi» entering 
the Guards, from the Line, served regimentally one step below that 
^hich be heW In the Army; a Captain as First Lieuten.int,' and so 
throughout the Officers. A Serjeant frort the Line served as a Pbl* 
Vate Soldier in the Old Guard, but was always advanced as oppor-* 
tunity offered. It was, in general, recruited from the Line by deserv- 
iiag men, and those who had seen the most service. Independent of 
the honour of being in that bra^ch..of the Arm.y, i-t was preferable to 
any other. The Old Guard was alone intended for the personal 
safety af (he Empero.^ ;. U coul4 not receive ordjeits ctxcept fpctm' the 
imnitiediaie o^'ers. of the Corps, and tbos^ atiachted to the loiperint 
:^^useteold ; nor was it obliged to report or;eji plain any cifcumsla«60 
^hich might occur, but to such authorities. 

The pay was ^iqually advantageous. Besides thd indemnity fot 
lodgings, half the expence of clothing &c. the officers received every 
;year, on the fifteenth of August, called Napoleon's month, a gra-* 
Vuliy of one month*s pay, besides which, almost all the officers andi 

I 
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; of the men received dotations either in money or land, wliicfa ever 
ihey preferred. Every soldier of the first regiment of each arm had 
20 sols, of the second 1€, and of the third and fourth regtmeots 14 
sols per day. The cavalry was subject to the same regulations, and 
paid accordingly. I'he grenadiers and chasseurs had the same 
clothing; they both wore large bearskin caps, aod those of the former 
were only distinguished, by a brass plate in front, on which the Im* 
f eirial Eagle was impressed. 



THE YOUNG GUARD. 

Tire troops which romposed the Tonng Guard were distinguished 
hy the denomination of Voltigenrs and Tirailleurs of the Guard.-^ 
The former were attached to the Chasseurs, the latter to the Gre* 
nadiers. 

On the return of Napoleon, it was his intention to have re-prganiz* 
ed six regiments for each arm, but he had not time to effect it. Ma* 
jers commanding these Regiments were paid in every respect as the 
Majors of the Old Guards but the rest of the officers were considertd 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 67 ) 

ftsd paid as those of the Line. . The soldiers enjoyed the same pay and 
priTilegesas the Grenadiers of the Line. 



THE CAVALRY OP THE OLD AND YOUNG 
GUARD. 

The Cavalry of the Guard had the same distinctions and privileges 
las the Foot Guards, not only in respect to rank but pay, which was 
rei^ulated in the same proportion as before observed. 

Each reifiinent was composed of twenty troops one hundred strong; 
of which, the ten senior were called the Old, and ^ the remainins 
the Young Guard. The soldiers of the former alone wore aigui* 
lettes. 

The Youn^ Guard k Cheval, acted as skirmishers to the Light Ca* 
Talry, Greividters and Drag;^ooos,^ or to whatever description of troops 
they were attached^ 

.^^■jpthe Red Lancers, (Dutch,) the Old Guard wore a scarlet 
unUbnaj the Young Guard was clothed In blue. The Colsnetiji 
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cWef of each regVoaenf, as in the Infantry, was a Geaeval of Divistooy, 
nod the IVIajor Commandant, General of Brigade. A chef d'esca- 
droD, of the Line, who held the rank of Lieut.-Colonel in the army, 
on entering the Inoperial Horse Gvards, obtained the post of Captain y 
and a Serjeant or Corporal could not enter, unless he had served (en. 
^ears, and theo prtly as a private sdldier j however, lie was certain of 
promotion if bis conduct was appriJved. Xhe pay of the sol^diers of 
the Your.g Guard was the same 33 that of the Line. 

On the departure of Napoleon for the Islaod of Elba,. Louis^ 
XVIII. oblige^ a con^erable number of tliem (o be incorpo-i 
rated with tlie Hne. The regiments of tlie Old Guard, theo formiii^ 
but eight troops, were called the Royal Corp.s of France, the same^ 
|U the Infantry^ but their pay was decreased. The First Regl. o£ 
l^ight Horse, Polish Lancers, returned to Poland, excepting Lieut.*. 
Colonel Jcrsmanowsky, a Captain, three Lieutenants, and one hun^ 
^red men, who follovi(ed Napoleon to the island of Elba. 

• All the VelitesL, who formed a part of the Red Lancers of the 



• The Velites were youpg men of respectable families, 
tli9 v^iou; dep^irtmeuts and aUaclief} to tbif regiment, Th«^ "Vfi^ 
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Old Guard, originally Dutch, and the catire regioient were dls^ 
banded. 



RE-ORGANIZATION OF THE CAVALRY 
OF THE GUARD. 

On the return of Napoleon the' Horse Guards were re-organized ai 
before, but their numbers were not 80 considerable. He re- formed 
one regiment of Horse Grenadiers, one of Dragoons, one of Chasseurs 
^ cheval, and one of Red Lancers. A considerable number of the 
JUanccrs who bad been disbanded rejoined their colonrs. 

It was his iiltention td have iTormed a, regiment of Polish I^ancers at 
Sdissons, but be had not time to carry it into effect. 

The one hundred Poles, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 

lightly armed, and bad each to pay' to the corps, three hundred 
Franci a-year. After serving one or more years, according io cir- 
c^jjjy||n ces, they were appoinXed o^ers in (he Line, pravid^ed. th/eit 
^iviv^pteca were unimpeachjed.. 
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JertmaDowtky, wBo retarned with Napoleon from the Island of Elba, 
were placed at the bead of the Red Lancen, and decorated wfth the 
Cross of the Legion of Honour, aa a reward for their fidelity to the 
Emperor during; bis exile. 

A squadron of Mamelaket and the Gendarmes d* Elite were also t^ 
have been established as before. 

Rostan,* the favourite Mameluke and -former Valet de Chambre 
of Napoleon, in return for his Musters kindnesst refused to accompany 
film t6 the Island of Elba. 

Each regiment of Cavalry of the Guard bad an ea^Ie^ which wmi 
burnt on the abdication of Napoleon in 1814 — but on his return th^a 
following year, he presented them with others at the Champ de 
Mai. 

It is remarlcable that the Guards, notwithstanding the great loss 
they sttitaiued on the field of Waterloo, preserred their eagles ; that 
alone of the Chasseurs of the Old Guard was in danger, beiog in the 

, , , m^ 

* fiustan never obtained the decoration of the Legion of fiozroucw 
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iqoare wbicb was charged by a Britlsb Regimeat of CaTairy, imut 
ftossonme, at nine o'clock ai night| after the retreat of the Frencll 
Army, 



(9) This highly digtSnguished officer was severely wonnded by % 
grape shot, which entering a little below the right knee, rendered im"' 
mediate ampntation onavoidable. His Lordship recei?ed this wound 
in leading on the British cavalry to the charge, about eight o'clock ia 
the afternoon, at the end of the hedge which lies between the sand 
pit on the Charleroi road, and in front of the right face of the Fift^ 
British diTisioa, 

Had not the Earl of Uxbridge, now Marqais of Anglesea, met this 
lignal misfortune, it is more than probable that Napoleon Bonaparte 
And the whole of his Staff would bayelieen made prisonen. 
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, lica^OAiit^eiieral ftl« Ihomas Pictbn fell between the ivo Iai^« 
IfVeet marked in Ibie ^ame hed^e row, andibe .gailaxU 3nr WiHi^m 

Ponsonby in (he hollow between it^and the centre of the right wmg ^^ 

the French army» 

(10) When N^apolcon left Paris to take the command of his army^ 
lie ohserved to one of his Generals " Je vais me mesnrer avec ce 
grand Wellington." Upon the morning of the ISth of June, when 
he approached the hillock near tie hamlet of the Maison du Roi^ 
^Nf>. 1) ^4 9»\f the AUi^jJ Aw^ JP -oj^er of battle before him, he 
, isar^Slic^ljy pb^ervetl, " H^ ! je lAStjen^dpnCyCes Anglais." " Ha ! 
I haye ^pt tbegp Doglish at last." *««««•••«.« 
* * * • ^e was alteiJdejd by a pe^^sant, pamed ^Tean Batiste de 
■CositTf wbo formerly cesidetl ipa cqt.t^ge upon the jnain road,. at the 
4:ommqu:9ment of the passage leading Iq Pji^^prenois, but at present 
at Joli-Bois, between Mont-Saint Jean and Waterloo. Implicit con-* 
fidence is not to be given to every account which he has been said to 
have related. Attendant, merely in the capacity of a guide, upon 
the person of Napoleon, it was utterly impossible for him, in bis sita« 
ation, to become acquainted wiih the operations of the Allied Army 
on the 18th of June. 
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• ^nfm the nitiberless intetrogatortes which ha^e bees put to him by 
(hecorioM whohaVe ?2silcil the fteld, he may have been led to dec44e 
iOB subjects connected whh various eircamsiailces of the day (rather 
ihan be Ibooght igtsovaat of them) to wht<;h be must haire beeo a total 
•etraogep. Divest^ hofviever, bis accontit of . ettraoeoas embellish* 
AMits^afid he will prove the most iiitellig;ent of the oMuiy guides who 
pros«lit ithemsc24«s, lad^peDdeot of the iaterest excited by his havii»| 
waited on Napoleon during that memorable day. 

ill) Jerome •Bonaparte, ci-devattt Klo^ of Westphalia, youn|;e8t 
litother of Napoleon Bonaparte,, was styled Jerome Napoleon, in con* 
•eqaence of bis baying, in concert with the other ntemberiof his famt« 
ly, relinquished the name of Bonaparte. 

(l^ To make any comment on the oftcer who oommaoded thci 
4etaehmeots jengaged in the defence of this ehateau, equi?aleat (4 
bis merits, is impossible ; but, as a circomstaace has come to my 
knowledge, not generally known to t he pnblic, it would be an injns* 
lice to him and the brave soldier who sapported him, were. I to 
withhold it. 

WheA the light troops which had occupied the woodp^Dd orchards 
K 
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of Gomont were forced to retire within the walls of the cbatean, the 
Freuch followed so immediately after, that they had nearly succeed- 
in eoteriog the yard, but Lieutenant- Colouel M'Donnell, assisted by a 
oerporal of bis regiment, {wb* bas since received a ^pension for bii 
fallontry,) opposed tliemselves personally to the eoemy, and pre- 
•venttfd ills entrance, not only by their strenuous and spi ited exertiona, 
but by bodily strength and, athletic powers, succeeded- io sbuUinji; 
and securiog the gate. ' i . * > . ^ 

Several French soldiers scaled the walls of the garden, but they in- 
stautly fell victims to their temerity. Their exertions to obtain' ihit 
position were not alone confined io the front and left of the garden, 
strengthened by a ten feet wall, as a detachment from the third divi* 
sion of Lieutenaot-General Foy, having passed through the orchard, 
to the rear of the garden, cut down about eight feet of the 
hedge which encloses it on that side ; but being warmly received by a 
party-of the guards stationed io the shrubbery, and also exposed to a 
heavy ^ire of musketry from the troops of the right wingv it wm 
forced to relinquish the attempt, and retired after sustaining a cousin 
dVable loss* 

(13) The intrepid conduct of the Cuirassiers was not onlj 
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^ariicolarly marked daring the edgagementy birt the 
rouf iDStaoces of extreme indifference with which they submitted to 
have their woundi dressed cannot be better exemplified than by the 
following facts : — 

A private soldier of the Cairassiers being wounded in the left side 
by a musket bail, which had penetrated the cuirass, it was necess* 
ry to make an incisinn in order to extract it. When the operation 
-nas over, the soldier coolly demanded from the surgeon, if he had 
found the ball, on being answered in ihe affirmative, he rejoined, 
** had you cut an inch deeper, you would have found the Emperor.** 

An uncommon instance of enthusiasm and patience under suffering ii 
strongly depicted in the following account: — 

A soldier, of the same arm, being obliged to submit to have his leg 
amputated, said, *' Well, if it must go, off with it." During the 
operation not even a sigh was heard to escape him, but when it was 
finished, he desired to see his leg, and throwing it into the air 
exclaimed, '* Thank God^ I have still a leg left— I can ytt serve 
•' my country.** 
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A fiogatar WKhm^ *f rash lietemirratioB Is pouHmyeA to tihe a»" 
«exjt4 fircinostaiice, lo ivbtdi I wm nyaeif as eye wUbcm. 



Id one of the charges of the Cuirassiers, a private soldier havini; 
liad his horse shot under him, fell also severely wounded, close to the 
bayonets of one of the squares, which having moved a few pacet 
to the front, placed him in the centre of it f there, deploring his fate, 
he begged of different officers to put a period to his existence.-' 
A soldier falling at the moment by his side, he seized his arms, and 
quickly disengaging the bayonet, raised his cuirass, and plunged it 
into his body, rolling it about with a degree of desperation and 
ferocity, easier to be imagined than described. Not feeling 
that his immediate dissolution was likely to follow this act, be with« 
drew the bayonet, and re-plunged it ia bis throat. 



(14) This distinguished officer, much esteemed for his gallantry, and 
bigh sense of honor, was struck by a cannon shot in returning fr«m s 
charge, after leaving to the world a strong and unequivocal proof of 
the noble feelings by Which his general conduct was influenced.— A 
short time previous to his receiving the fatal blow, which put a period 
to his existence, be met, while eagaged with the enemy, a French Ge- 
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Bfral, with wIu»Bi be bad lived, jxadtr ibt latedynasly of France,,hi 
•trkt terps 4yf ffieod^hip, and whom it was either xa bis power to have 
pii<t jto tbe swdfd, or loade prisoner; but deprecating the idea of takiJif 
.ai^vfuita^ of a flUiatioQin wbicb accident bad placed bim, saluled 
fiHQf and «ald, '* Tbis, General, ie my side ^ tbe field, tbat is jroiifs^- 
iSLke «are of yourself— adicp," 

Wben General Van Merle fell, his Aid-de-Carap dismonnted, and 
wished to remain with him, but be declined it, stating, that bis fler« 
^ices would prove more useful with bis brigade than to bim,as he felt 
that be could not survive an hour. 

It appeared to me, as if this gallant soldier was impressed with a 
presentknent of bis approaching fa.te. While taking some refresb- 
ment with him,'aad Major-General Gbigny, after the action* bad com- 
menced, the latter remarked, that the fire from the enemy's Arlilleiy 
was considerably encreasing ; General Van Merle then obiserved, tbat 
his Military career would terminate on that day, and also, is a letter^ 
addressed to Jiis wife, found ujioa th^ 4able in bis closet, fissilar^s^ 
ings were expressed. 

About the same time fell severely Wonnded Colonel Sir William De» 
lancy, Deputy Quarter- Master General to tb^Brittsb Army. 



Digitized by 



Google 



(78 ) 

This incomparable officer tras deservedly esteemed by tbe 
l)ake of Wellington, who honored him with his particular confi« 
dence and rei^ard. On receiving his wound, tbe officers immediately 
near him, wished to have him removed to the village of Mont SU 
Jean, bnt be declined it for a considerable time, exclaiming '* no, no, 
leave me where I am, I know I must die ; therefore, let me at leail' 
have tbe satisfaction of dying upon the field." 

He was afterwards removed to Waterloo, whire, after lingering 
days, be died deservedly regretted by the whole army. 



(15) Th(s gallant officer, was nuch esteemed by tbe Duke of 
Wellington in the war of tbe Peninsula^ 

For his intrepidity, and cool unbiassed judgment in tbe moment of 
danger, be has ever been conspicuous, but on that day, he surpassed 
even himself ! he was thrice wounded, once most severely and dan- 
gerously, and had four horses shot under him, at the head of his bri* 
gade, and in leading on successively twe squadrons ^f cavalry to tbe 
charge. 
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The majority of the Staff of the bake of Wenin|;toB, 'wai eithet 
killed or wouoded upon the right aud rear of the advanced square of 
General Halkett's brigade, bis Grace being frequently with it durini^ 
the action. It was supported by the square cf the thirty-third and six- 
tyninth regiments, which covered the interval between the former 
and the Guards; though not equally subject to the charges of the 
French cavalry, these regiments suffered considerably from the heavy 
cannonade to which they were exposed, and by their cool, iotrepid 
eonduct, honourably supported the character of the British soldier. 

Among the many brave officers who fell on that day ther« 
is no individual more deserving of notice than Captain Croftoo, 
of the 54th foot. This enterprising officer was appointed Bri* 
gade Major to Sir Colin Halkett, in which capacity he wab grazed 
by a cannon ball on the hip, in the battle of the 16tb, at Quatre-Bras, 
which obliged him to quit the field $ but, on the morning of the 18tb^ 
having been informed by his servant, that a general action was likely 
to take place, he ordered his horse to be saddled, and being placet 
upon him, arrived on the field in sufficient time to assume the dutie| 
Qf his utuation, and partal;c of those dangers^ which his too zealous 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 80 .) 

Mindy Dotwithstaoding the scTcrity of bis wouod, had imprudenti j 
led him to encbunter. Aboat five o'clock in the afternoon, while 
CJLecutiDg gome orders he had received, with his nsaal ardour and 
activity, «nd uamiadful of the pain he suffered, he was struck by a 
grape shot in the breast, which deprived an affectionate wife, and a 
numerous family of a husband and a father, and his country of an offi- 
cer, whose military acquirements promised to render him an ornament 
to his. professiMi. 



• (16) Napeleeiiy upM his return from the height, observed to Mar- 
fbal Bertrand '' Tout va bien,"— implying, that since be bad laid those 
gtiii9, tbe firs was more correct i and made a greater impression upon 
i2ie Briiish columnf, agaiast which, be had particularly pointed 
(hem. t . . 






Thit battery, t<rblch did gr^at Execution, is particularly marked 
dpon the plan, between the British line, and the corner of La Haie- 
Suibte. It was withdrawn late in tbe afternoon, by order of Na« 
poleon^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 81 ) 

It was the same trhich had advanced in the commeocement oftht 
action from Mon-PIaisir, to raze the wall of the garden of Gomont. 

(18) Napoleon slept the night of the 17th of June, previoas to tha 
battle' of Waterloo, In the cottage of Jean Joseph Aubrij, to the rear 
of the farm of Cailliou, where he had established his head-quarters. 
He was accompanied by five servants, two of whom remained in im- 
mediate attendance upon him. It wa? not until the following morn- 
log that the peasant discovered to whom his house had afforded a 
shelter, the soldiers of the Imperial Guard, who were occupied la 
cooking, having silently retired from it, on his approach. — Previous 
to his departure the peasant solicited permission for one of his servants 
to remain, which favour was immediately granted, and secured his 
bouse from the hands of the soldiers, who pillaged every other iu tha 
tillage. 

Napoleon, after the battle was lost, when he saw his Guards* dis* 

• When the old guard gave way, it was called upon to surrender, to 
which Lieutenant General Cambrone replied *' La garde meort, 

h 
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comfited and in fall retreat, followed by the Allies, obserfed to Mar- 
thai Bcrtrand, " Tout est prrdu, il faut notu retirer.'*— " The day 
Is lost, it is time for oito retire/' aad Immediately fell back on la 
Belle Alliance, At the farm of Romomme, he made an attetnpt to 
rally his troops, but bis efforts were unable to dissipate the panic 
which had seized them. — Seeing the danger to which he was perso* 
nally exppsed from the near approach of the British and Prussian 
cavalry, he retired by Genappe, Qnatre Bras, Gosselies, and Charle- 
rol, to Marcinelle, where he entered a public house called La Gan- 
gette, kept by Pierre Diesbeck, and demanded a guide, eyincing a 
strong desire that the Landlord should accompany him. He remained 
nearly two hours walking In the garden, accompanied by Marshal 
Bertrand and several General Officers, with whose assistahce he once 
more attempted to rally his troops, but the flying soldiers paid no 
other attention to him than by crying " Vive TEmpcreur I" 

mais elle nese rend pas." *' The Imperial Guard knows how to die, 
but not to surrender.'* A few minutes after the brave general was 
dangerously wounded, and the greater part of the veterans who sur- 
rounded him, fell victims to an enthusiastic heroism which every sol- 
dier must admire, but all regret. 
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Fiodiog bis efforts ineffectaal, and haViog obtained a guide, be left 
Uarciuelle by a road which leads from the chausaie to the rear of the 
public house, and proceeded in the direction of Philippeville^ and 
from theuce by Post to Paris, 

His former guide Jean Batiste de Coster was dismissed at this Vil- 
lage, abd received one Napoleob, according to nis assertion, from 
Marshal Berirahd, as a recoinpeuce for exposing tin life during the 
whdle of t£e preceding clay, 'tht farm tiousis of Caiiliou, in ttie rear 
of the centre of the French Army, as well as the Chateau of Gomont 
upon the right, and the farm of Papelotte upon the left of the Allied 

Army, were destroyed by fire, — Some hundreds of wounded men 
perished in the two former. 

(19) This calculation applies solely to the Battle of Waterloo, and 
their subsequent loss in following up the retreat of the French army. 
That which they must have sustained from the commencement of hos- 
tilities to the disastrous teiminatioo of the Battle of Ligny, cannot be 
estimated atlqss than tncnty-five thousand men, independent of prison- 
ers ; and the loss of the French army'at Li^ny alone^ must have been, 
from its exposed position, at the very least, twenty thousand men. 
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I regret to say, that my local researches among the historians and 
topographers of the Low Coantries, did not afford the grounds of in- 
fonnation, which I anxiously sought after, to enable me to give 
an aboriginal account of the various places, such as Fleurus, Ligny, 
Waterloo, &c. rendered memorable from the peculiar circumstances 
which occurred there, in a war which has proved the most important 
of the many that have. taken place during the last and present 
eeatorieff. * 
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ERRATA. 



TITLE PAGE. 

For Heaven read God. 

translator's preface. 

PAGE. LINE. 

8 9 For to give publicitj/p read to Join in giv- 

ing publicity. 







INDICATIONS. 
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Bead Horse artillery attached. 
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For (m), read (m). 
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For la Sate, read la Jffqye, 
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For ( j t, read (J). 
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For (M), read ii). 


23. 


11 


For (h), read (M). 
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E 11 B ▲ T ▲. 

For (rt), read (rt). 
For (o;, read (o). 
For (t/t/) read (yy). 

For Moyenbe G^Ade^ read Moyeime 
Garde. 



TRANSLATOR 8 INTRODUCTION. 

2&3 18&3 For Gosselksy read Cosstlies. 
6 3 For Mortar, read Howitzer. 
'6 * 5 For Farm de la Cour, read the Farm, &c. 

BATTLE OF WATERLOO. 

3&42 15&15 For O'Hain^ read OA«m. 
5 6 For Soignes, read Soigne. 

For TiraileurSy read Tirailleurs. 

For (W) reiid (w). 

For Moyenne Guarrfey read Moyenne 

Garde. 
For /Ac Protector, read Protectdr. 
For obliiered^ read obliterated. 



14 


14 


S6 


16 


41 


9 


48 


9 


48 


17 



Digitized by 



Google 






ERRATA. 
VOTES. 

60 2 For approached, read approached him. 
60 4 For oppose, read withstand. 
67 15 For Amongy read 0/ 
80 14 The number of the note (17)^ has been 
omitted. 



i*riuied by T. Parkin, 
English Friniing Office, Brussels. 
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